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try may suffer to a certain extent, but
the party with which the Government
are connected will suffer perpetually. I
hope that all will show sympathy, and co-
operate wiih the Government in their
endeavour to advance the best interests
of the State.

Question (Address as amended) put,
and a division taken, with the following
result :—

Ayes 10
Noes .. .. o T
Majority for 3
AYES.
Hon. F. Connor ‘Hon. R. D. McKenzie
Hon. J. F. Cullen Hon, M. L. Moss
Hon. V. Hamersley Hon. C. A. Plesse
Hon. R. J. Lynn Hon. C. Sommers
Hon., €. McKenzie Hon. H. P. Colebateh
(Teller).
NOES.
Hon. J. Cornell Hon. J. W. Kirwan
Hon. F, Davis Hon. B. C. O'Brien
Hon. J. E. Dodd Hou. R. G. Ardugh
Hon. J. M. Drew {Pelicr).

Question thus passed; the Address-
in-reply as amended adopted.

House adjowrned at 8.82 pm.

Tegislative EHsgembly,

Wednesday, 17th July, 1812,
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m,. amd read pravers,

QUESTION — RATLWAY ROLLING
STOCK REQUIREMENTS.

Mr. DOOLEY asked the Minister for
Railways: 1, Has the Commissioner of
Railways made any estimale of the pro-
bable amount of extra hauling power ond
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rolling stoek which will be required io meet
the Jdemands of the fortheoming harvest,
the construction of the Transcontinental
railway, and the various State enterprises
about to be inaugurated by the Govern-
ment? 2, If so, what is the amount of
sueh estimate? 3, In what way is it pro-
posed to meet such extra demand?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied: 1, Yes. 2, For rolling stoek al-
ready authorised, £398,000, of which
£252,000 has already been spent, and for
future requivemenls to AMareh, 1914,
£690,000. 3, As explained in answers 1
and 2, and, if necessary, by reducing the
time limit for loading and unloading,
and by quickening the transit of goods
teains by shorlening the sections. Rea-
sonable despatch should be possible to the
extenl of keeping both shipping and flour
mills going, provided Lhe balance of grain
is stacked, and transport arranged as ve-
guired during the year, as is the praectice
elsewhere. Transport of matecial for the
Transcontinental railway will depend to
a large extent ou the dale we bhave to com-
mence to handle same.

LEAVE OI' ABSENCIE.

On molion by Hon, FRANK WILSONX,
leave of absenee for two weeks granted to
Mr. Nanson on the grounds of ill-health.

On motion by Mr. HEITMANN, leave
of nbsence for two weeks granted to Mr.
Rolton on the grounds of ill-health.

BILI—WHITE PHOSPHORIS
MATCHES PROHIBITTIOX,
Intvoduced by the Premier
first bime.

and vead a

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Eighth Day.

Debate resnmed from the previous day.

M. MUXNSIE (TTannans) : T rise to say
a few words on the Address-in-reply. T
wisl al the outset to take the opportunity
of saying a word ar two in eonnection with
the attitude of the Government fowards
the purchase of sleamoers for the North-
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West trade. 1 am perfectly satisfied with
the explanation given by the Premier, but
there is one thing I wish to refer to and
that is the constant interjections from the
opposite side of the House to find ount in
what way the Government are going to ve-
duce the price of meat by introducing this
Staie line of steamers. The leader of the
Qpposition will keep on insisting that
the only method by which the introduetion
of steamers can reduce the price of meat
is by redueing the freights on the meat
brought down, but that is to my mind

simply absurd. Hon. members opposite -

use the arguments very frequently that
there is only one thing that controls the
price of commodities, and that is the
emnmon rule of supply and demand. IfT
thought therve were no rings in existence
I would be prepared to admit that the
price of meat is ruled by the common
rule of supply and demand, but I take
it that the objeect of the Gov-
ernment in purchasing steamers to
put on the North-West trade was
to take a lland in and control to a
cerfain  extent, so far as lay in theiv
power, the supply of meat to the metro-
politan area. 1t is a well-known facl—
we do not need to go far for the proof
of it—that the supply of meat, not only
fo the melvopolifan area, but to ihe whole
of this portion of Western Australia, has
beenr controlled principally by the sup-
plies that have been sent from the Novth-
West by hoat. I do not wish to say that
there is a ring in existencs bhetween the
large owners of the North-West and the
shipping eomhine, but I am perfectly sat-
isficd that there is something existing
that closely resembles a ving in the shape
of an honourable understanding. I he-
lieve the introduction of the State steam-
ers on the North-West trade will have
the effect of breaking up that honourable
understanding, and that it will give an
opportunity to land their eattle at Fre-

mantle to people who have any
amount of ecattle in the North-
West, but have not had the op-

porfunity in the pasi, throngh the hon-
ourable understanding that exists between
the large stock owners and the shipping
proprietors, to get any stock whatever to
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the market down here, except at the die-
tates of those who controt the space on
the boats. T believe the introduetion of
these steamers will have a material effect
on the cost of meat to the econsumers in
this distriet. I eompliment the Govern-
ment on the action they have taken in
connection with the starting of State saw-
mills. I think that matter has been well
threshed out, and I do not intend to deal
further with it,

Hon, Frank Wilson: But where is the
contract?

Mr. MUNSIE: They will get the con-
tract all right.

Hon. Frank Wilson: We want to know
where it is,

Mr. GHll: It is an honourable under-
standing.

Mr. MUNSIE: Another matier is the
contemplated aelion in regard to going in
for State brickworks. I do not know
trom experience that theve is a combine
existing in brickmaking in this State, but
I believe the price of bricks fo the con-
sumers or to those who require to have
houses built is far too high, and I believe
it can be reduced by the Governmeut
taking on the business themselves. The
same argument was put forward in the
Fastern States, that there were no brick
rombines in existence there; bui strange
to say, only a few weeks ago an artiele
appeared in the Melbonrne Age, a paper
which the Opposition will not credit as
heing in ihe interests of labour, and 1
lave copied some figures from that article
heeaunse it dealt with the brick combine
in Melbourne. There was o statement by
one contractor who was prepared to take
170,000 bricks. He went to all the firms
represented in the brick combine in Mel-
bourne to place the order, and it was ve-
fused on all oceasions bar one. On oune
oecasion a elerk or aeccountant behind the
connier said he thought the arvder could
be fixed up, and he wanted to know what
quantity the contractor required. The
contraetor gave the full details; but when
he mentioned the class of bricks reguired
and the number he wanted, the elerk
simply turned round and asked, “Where
are yon getting the bricks for the re-
mainder of the building?’ The eon-
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tractor said that there were to be no
bricks nsed in {he remainder of ihe build-
ing because i1 was to be reinforced econ-
c¢rete, wherenpon the clerk turned round
and said, “We cannot supply the order.”
The contracior went further and made in-
quiries and ascertained that it was im-
possible to get from that combine any
bricks for a building that was not getting
the whole of the bricks from the eom-
bine, or for any building that was being
partly built of reinforced concrete. So
he put a proposition before the company
for whom he was building, and they
agreed io allow him to forego that part
of the specifications which stated that the
front of the building was to be of
pressed O.K. Melbourne bricks. Then he
applied to a Sydney firm who were mak-
ing the same kind of bricks—this was
after the State brickworks had started in
New South Wales—and he made arrange-
ments te get the bricks supplied from
Sydney to Melbourne. After paying
freight and wharfage and all other fees,
he landed the bricks on the job in Mel-
bourne at 8s. per thousand less than the
Melbourne firms were asking for itheir
bricks. The article gives the price guoted
by the different firms. The Melbourne
bricks wera £7 a thousand and the Sydney
bricks £3 5s. a thousand, or a difference
of £1 15s. gross per thousand. After pay-
ing freight, wharfage at Sydney and Mel-
hourne, transhipping charges to the wharf
at Melbourne and the carting charge
from the wharf to William-street, Mel-
hourne, he saved Ss. per thousand on the
bricks. I am firmly of opinion that afier
the State brickworks get going here, any
individual desirous of obtaining bricks
will be able to get them from the existing
brickworks at less cost than at present.
A good deal has been said also of the
tyranny of wnionism. I wish to say a
word with a view to proving, if possible,
that some tyranny exisis on the other side
as well,

Hon. Frank Wilson: What about the
New Sonth Wales’ Staie brickworks be-
fore you leave that subjeet.

My, MUXNSIE: Yes, T will give you a
little history in connection with that. Re-
cently Mr, Beeby, 2 member of the New
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South Wales Ministry, speaking in cou-
nection with the State brickworks, said
that about two years ago certain of the
employees then working in the briek-
making industry in New Sonth Wales
were working twelve hours a day for
seven days in the week, or 365 days a
year, for an average of from £3 10s. to
£4 per week. Dissatisfied with the econ-
ditions they appealed te the Avbitration
Court, and obtained an award under which
they worked 45 howrs per week. The
difference ihis represented to the combine
was 10Vd. per thousand on the bricks
produced, but immediately the award was
given the combine put up the priee of
brieks by ds. per thousand., The Minister
for Works in New South Wales refused
to pay the ds. extra, and decided that it
would be beiter to introduce State briek-
works, and T am pleased to say they did
it. At that time, mark you, the Minister
for Works was taking, on an average, a
million brieks per week,from the combine,
at a price of £2 3s. per thousand. In the
State brickworks they were able to pro-
duce bricks at 253s. per thousand.

Hon. Frank Wilson: He spent £17,000
on a million and a-quarter of hricks.

Mr, MUNSIE: I would like to inforn
the hon. gentleman that they spent more
than that. They spent £40,000, and at
the present time are contemplating the
expenditure of an additional £40,000 on
improvements. The point is that the
State has reduced the price of bricks to
the taxpayers of New South Wales from
£2 3s. to 23s., and it is anticipated that
when they have spent the further £40,000
they will be able to preduce bricks at 19s.
per thousand.

Hon, Frank Wilson: Absoclutely wrong.

Mr. MUNSIE: So mueh for the State
brickworks. T only hope the Government
here will be as successful with their State
brickworks as have been the New South
Wales Government with theirs.

Hon. Frank Wilson: But they bave not
heen successful. It eost them £17,000 io
produre one and one-guarter million cf
bricks.

My, MUNSIE: The report of the
Aunditor General for New South Wales,
when it comes out, will prove whether or
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not these works bave been successful. T
wish -to deal with an incidental phase of
the question, namely, the continunous inter-
jections this side get from that side, sug-
gesting that we ave bound hand and foot
by eancus. 1 am not mentioning this in
any personal strain, but the member for
Muorray-Wellington is often very persist-
ent in interjecting that we are bound to
vote as caucus dictates. He is continunally
telling us that we dare not divide our
forees, that we have ne opinion of our
OWn.

Hon, Frank Wilson : Is that not true?

Mr. MUNSIE: I will read to the hon.
member some figures which will bhe of
interest to him. No matter what argu-
ments an hon. mewber may use he can-
not hope (o convinee hon, members on
the opposiie side, so far at Jeast as any
prineciples of the party are concerned;
but 1 hope members on either side may
be able to eonvince other members on
some points of detail, at all events, in
connection with matters discussed in the
House. We ave constantly gibed with
being bound by eancus. I would like to
¢uote the figures of last session. During
last session 29-divisions took place in the
House. In respect to these 20 divisions
members on this side voted solidly on
eleven occasions and were divided wun
eighteen; but members on the other side
of the Honse, who we are told are
absolutely free to vote as they choose
without being bound or whipped up,
as the member for Marray-Welling-
ton  constantly alleges of wus; in
these 29 divisions the Liberal party
voted solidly on 26 occasions and were
divided on only three. This, I think,
shows conclusively to reasonable minds
that the Labour panty is a party with
certain set definite principles, and that
although they are prepared to stick hy
those prineiples and fight for them, yet
when it comes to maiters of detail, they
are open to conviction. This, T think, is
more than can be said of the genilemen
opposite. Another matter I wish io refer
to is that of the new office created, of the
portfolio presented by the leader of the
Opposition to Mr. MeCallum, a gentleman
ontside the House. Judging by the eon-
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stant interjections and gibes which we
are getting abhout “Premier” MeCallum, I
have come o the conclusion that the
ability which Mr, MeCallum has dis-
played as a paid officer of the organised
labourites of the State hurts the hon.
gentleman opposite; for if it did aot
burt, he would not take any notice. As
for terming Mr. McCallom “Premier”
McCallum, it -would be just as logical to
refer to the permanent secretary of the
Liberal party as ‘“‘Premier” Mrs, Foster.
The idea of terming an outsider “Pre-
nier” ounly goes to prove that the Labour-
ites should be thankful that they have a
zentleman of Mr. MeCallum’s ability lo
call forth so mnch comment.

Hon. Frank Wilson : And
you; he is your boss, is he not?

My, MUNSIE: No.  When speaking
the other night the member for Beverley
said it was impossible for the farmers
of the State to get any farm hands, that
no farm hands were available.

My. Broun: I said suitable farm hands.

Mr. MUXSIE: The hon. nember said
that the hands they did get had to be
taught their work.

Mr. Broun: Quite true.

Mr. MUNSIE: I believe the member
for Beverley told the trath when he made
that siatement. Why I have alluded io it
is beeause twelve or eighteen months ago,
when a cerfain organised body made re-
presentation to the then Colonial Secretary
that the late Government were bringing
out immigrants who were not farm lab-
ourers, and who were going direct from
the ship to the goldfieids, the then Col-
onial Secretary replied stating that such
was not the case, and that all the immi-
grants were farm labourers. I am pre-
pared to accent the statement of the mem-
ber for Bevertey. I quote that beeause T
want to prove that the statements made by
the then Colonial Secretary were not true.
We have a similar instanee in the case
of a petition sighed by 128 immigrants,
of whom ouly three deseribed themselves
as farm labourers. Still we were told
that the whole of the immigrants who
were coming out were farm hands, and
were not being brought out unless they
were farm hands. In respect to the

to boss
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Speech there is one other matter I want
te refer to. I wish to cougraulatie the
Government on this paragraph—

The amalgamation of the whole of
the water sitpplies of the State, and the
esiablishment of a Water Sapply De-
pariment will briug about greater efii-
ciency in this branch of the public
service, and at the same time economise
in the cost of administration.

1 trust the present Governmeunt will suc-
ceed in their efforis, that they will be able
to reduee the cost of administration, lo,
at all events, such an extent that they will
be enabled to release the people of the
eastern goldfields from the obnoxious
meter rent. | helieve the Government will,
as soon as possible, do that amount of
justice to the people up there. Some
years ago a Bill was introduced which
released the people of the metropolitan
area from meter rent. I think it is an
unjust tax to ask the people on the wold-
fields to pay 10s.- per vear meter rent.
Other matters of special interest con-
tained in the Gavernor’s Speech are the
Conciliation and Arhitration Act Amend-
menl, the Workers’ Compensation Aet
amendment, and the Mining and Mines
Reaulation Ael amendment. I hope the
Government  will  snceeed in passing
throuzh this Chamber and another place
a reasonable and workable Mining and
Mines Regulation Aet. At the present
time we have no possible ebanee of giv-
ing justiee lo the mining eommunity on
the poldfields, more partienlarly in re-
gard {o the tributers, and also in respect
to the wav in which, under the existing
Aet, vompanies can hold up laree areas
of land withont working them, without
praclically doing a tap on them. This
is hrought ahout by eoncentration of lab-
ovnr. | Delieve it is the intention of the
Government to aller that, and T irust
when doing so they will take into consider-
ation the provision of reasonable facili-
ties for the tributers all aver the goldfields,
Another question affecting the mining in-
dustry at the present time is even more
vital than any of those previous matters.
namely, the influx of foreieners employed
by the various mining companies. T am
not everstepping the mark when 1 say
that on {(he zoldfields to-day there are at
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least 3,000 adult foreiguers. We have at
IKalgoorlie to-day a genuine unemployed
difticulty. Honest men arve trying Lheir
utmost to obtain work, but without avail.
By certain sections of the community this
is atiribuied to the delay on the part of
the Minister for llome Aflairs in starting
the traus-Australian railway, Personally
I believe thal if one visited Kalgoorlie
and Boulder to-day and hunted up every
mdividual who went there with the ex-
press purpose of securing work on the
Trans-Ausiralian railway he would not
find ten in all. The principal reason for
the amount of genuine unemployment in
Kalgoorlie is the fact that in the suor-
rounding districts, Lancefield in particu-
lar, the big mines have closed down. Un-
fortunalely for this State the Lancefield
mine was employing 83 per eent. of
foreigners. These foreigners have natur-
ally come to Kalgoorlie, or a majority of
them, and I am sorry to have to admit
that we have men unpatriotié enough Lo
put off Britishers, who have been working
for years in the mines in Kalgoorlie, and
to employ foreipners from Lancefield.

Hon. Frank Wilson: They are all mem-
bers of your union.

Mr. Foley: They arve not.

Mr. MUNSIE: T stated last night they
were not and I still say so. The miners’
unions on the goldfields do take in the
foreigners. T say that and I give them
eredit for doing so, because we believe
when foreigners are allowed to come heve
and eompele with us the best method we
can adopt is to make them conform to
our conditions, or to make trade unionists
of them.

ITon. Frank Wilson: They are unionists
then. are they? '

A, MUNKSTE: Some of thenr. T trust
when fhe Governmeni introduce a Mines
Regulation Bill some provision will he
made that will limit the number of for-
cieners o he emploved to the number of
Tiritishers,

Ton. Frank Wilson: You are soing to
turn them out then?

Mr. MUNSIE: Nothing of the kind.
Our own people on the fields to-day ave
undouhtedly giving preference to foreign-
ers; thev are turning out Britishers to
put fereivners in. T will draw the atten-
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tion of the leader of the Opposition to
one little phase of the question. The pub-
lic of Kalgoorlie, represented by the Kal-
goorlie Municipal Council, got into com-
munieation with the Chamber of Mines
and asked for a conference to see if some-
thing could not be done to reduce the
number of foreigners who were being em-
ployed in the mines, and the Chamber of
Mines wrote back stating that there was
hothing to discuss as it was a standing
rule with the Chamber of Mines that
where British labour was available pre-
ference should always he given to it.
I say that statement is absolutely un-
true. I have been on these mines, and on
anc particular oeeasion 1 can speak from
personal experience, T attended with 21
other Britishers on a mine; I had had
eight years’ experience in the mines and
three years in one employ; T attended at
this wmine looking for work with 21 others.
There were nine foreigners waiting at
that mine and six of the nine were put
on and not a single Dritisher. I under-
take to say that any of the Britishers
present were just as competent, and more
s0, than any of the foveigners put on.

Myr. Toley: That is only a mere cir-
cumstance at the Gwalia,

Mr, MUNSIE: The mere fact of their
replacing Britishers is nol the only detri-
ment to Western Ausivalia. “The foreizn
element on the goldfields eannot be classed
socially and, T think, morally with the
EBritish commmunity. Physieally they ave a
fine race, but T undertake to say that the
average foreigner on the goldfields to-day
lives, and T am putting it at a low esfi-
mate, for 3s. less per week than does the
Britisher. Taking that into consideration,
and believing there are 5000 foreigners,
and I believe there are, and more, you
will find that means a total expenditure of
£13.008 a yvear less being cirenlated in the
different business connmunities on the gold-
fields through the emplovemnt of foreign-
ers. Anofther aspect of the question. Tf
the foreigners are replaced by Britishers
at least 1,000 of those 5.000, again a vory
low estimate, would he married men. That
would mean thal yvou would have at least
another 1,000 population to provide for.
Putling them down at €1 per head for
keep. or what they spend. you have 52,000
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a year more expenditwre. Ineluding the
anmounnt the foreigner spends less than
the Britisher, then you have a total of
£65,000 that the commercial interests are
being done out of through the unpatri-
otie action of the employers of this State.
I wish to say the principal offenders are
the firms controlled by Bewick, Moreing
& Company, that is so far as the mining
industry is concerned, but we have one
cmployer who, I believe, is even worse
than Bewick, Moreing & Company, I refer
to the hon, gentleman, T was going to say
who represents, but who misrepresents
TFremantle in the Federal Parliament. He
employs 95 per cent. of foreigners on his
wood line. On one cceasion he was taxed
with the number of foreigners he em-
ployed, and he ridiculed the idea and pro-
duced a statement to the Press showing
that e was not employing foreigners, and
the statement he produced contained the
names of the officiuls and eclerks in the
aflice. He said that he was not employing
one foreigner, which was ahsolutely true
as far as the office staff was coneerned, but
on his wood line at that time, and at the
present time, he is employing 90 per cent.
of foreigners.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Do they not earn
the same wages as the others?

Mr. MUNSIE: No they do not. Fven
if they did that is no reason why we
should nof restrict them in some way.
We should attempt to restrict them as far
as the mining industry is concerned; we
should limit the number to the number of
Britishers emploved. There is another
phase of the question. Taking the last
Commonwealth Year Book, we find that
the population of Anstralin is taxed to
the extent of 12s. 8d. per head to keep up
the defence scheme. Right here I wish to
stnte that T am abschitely in aceord with
the Commonwealth defence scheme, that
being the ease, and as we are taxed at 12s.
&d. per head, putting down the popnlatien
of Western Awustralia at 300,000, we find
that Western Australia is paving £190,000
a vear towards the upkeep of the de-
fenee scheme. We are creating an ab-
solute menace in our own country by the
number of foreigners employed.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Are they not
taxed?
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Mr. MUNBIE: Yes, but would they
be called upon, or would they respond to
the call? T have no objection to them
being admitted into the country providing
they are regulated. I am going to say
also that we are creating a menace by
allowing them to be employed in large
numbers. We are deing them ne harm,
I do not wish to do them harm, but I say
the Commonwealth naturalisation laws
are quite easy and reasonable enough, and
if foreigners wish to stay and work in
Australia, which I am perfeetly satisfied
they do, because they find it a better coun-
try than their own, why not compel them
to become naturalised subjects. Then we
should have some elaim on them and they
would be of some use to the State. Under
existing circumstances they ave practieally
of no use. They receive all the wages they
possibly ean get, and a considerable pro-
portion of the amount they wmet is sent,
not to the Eastern States as if is by the
Britisher whose family lives in the East-
ern States, but to European eountries out-
side of the Commonwealth, and the Com-
monwealth gets no benefit from them.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: And they reduce
the Labour vote wp there.

Hon. ¥rank Wilson: They seleet two
members.

Mr. MUNSIE: The leader of the
Opposition says they select members.
I will give the hon. member my assur-
ance that that is not so. Taking the
whole of the members sitting on this side
of the House, if the whole of the alien
vote as given in this election ballot was
taken from if, that would not make one
iota of difference.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Have they not
a vote in the selection then?

AMe, MUNSIE:, T will give the hon.
mewmher the information if he will give
me the time. In the selection ballef I
contested myself T polled, if my recollec-
tion serves me vrightly, 537 votes, and
there were three foreigners who voted in
the whole of that selection ballot.

Hon, Frank Wilson: Did they vote
for you?

My, MUNSTE: I do not know if they
voted for me or not, There iz another
phase, sa far as the mining industry is
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coneerned. in regard to foreigners. There
is no gquestion about it, the oceupation of
mining is one of the most dangerous that
15 being carried on in this ov in any other
State to-day. 7There is ne doubt the num-
ber of foreigners employed underground
or on the surface is a menace to the
safety of the Britishers working in the
mines to-day.

Hon. Frank Wilson: e have heard
that thousands of times. They are good
wery, the hon. member adwmits that,

Mr. MUNSIE: 1 think the number of
accidents that take place in the mines is
suffictent evidence or proof of what I am
saying, that the mining industry is a dan-
gevous occupation. I would like to refer
the hon. member to the balance sheet and
report of the Miners’ Federation of West-
ern Australia for the last 18 months. In
that veport we find that among the mem-
bers of the Miners’ Federation during
that 18 months there were 27 fatal acei-
dents, and when we look aft it we find that
these 27 men weve practically young and
in the prime of life; their average age
pans out at 36 years.

Hon. Frank Wilson: All foreigners?

Mr. MUNSIE: No, only two out of
the lot.

Hon, Frank Wilson:
to the foreigners.

Mr. MUXSIE: The mere fact of an
aceident happening and a foreigner not
heing killed is not to say that it is not
due to the Eoreigners,

Hon. ¥rank Wilson: Do you maintain
it is?

Alr, MUNSIE:
cases it is.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Can you prove it?

Mr. MUNSIE: Yes, I will give one
illustration for the edificaiion of the hon.
member, Some time ago, in the Per-
severance mine in Boulder, a foreigner
was trucking and a fairly large stone
came down on the chute. He decided to
put a sand-blast on it, He got two plugs
of fractenr and put it on the stone, lit
the fuse and walked to the dead end of
the drive. The foreman coming along did
not know that the charge was lighted, and
when Le got his face in front of the
charge it went off. That would not have

Then it is not due

In the majority of
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happened had that man whe was putting
the sand-blast on been a Britisher. He
wounld have had enough common sense to
have gone down the iravelling way to pre-
vent anyone coming in. I will give an-
other instance: I kave been working
alone on a haby-nachine, I have had oc-
casion to fire out and it is the custom
when we do this, to get o mate. On one
oceasion my mate happened to be a for-
eigner, and it was a matter of impossi-
bility for me to make that man under-
stand what I wanted in order to ensure
the safety of the truckers working on that
level, and of the shift bosses when they
came round. I had to get another man
and send the foreigner about his business.
There is another item in the report to
which I would like to refer the hon.
member, and thaf is “deaths from
patural canses.,” We term them “deaths
from naturat causes” when a member
of a union has died from other than acei-
dent. During that period we had no less
than 71 deaths, and out of that 71, 11
were shown on the certificates as “death
from natural causes.” I am prepared to
say that the percentage given on the cer-
tificates as miners’ phthisis or tubereu-
losis is fairly small, but the greatest num-
ber given there is from pneumonia. I
wish to draw attention fo this matter, as
it may be argued that fhose death ecerti-
ficates giving pnenmenia as the cause of
death, or those giving it as tuberculosis,
fibrosis. or miners’ phthisis are the oniy
cases that have ocemrred. Having had
considerable experience in trades union
matters, I have had conversations with
two of the leading medical men of Kal-
goorlie and Boulder regarding the death
certificates. In both instances they were
prepared to adwmit that, in three cases out
of four, when the death certificate stated
pnenmonia, the men were in a very ad-
vanced stage of miners’ phthisis or fib-
rosis; and one of the doctors was of
opinion that, had the men not had fib-
rogis or phthisis, they would have had a
chanece to recover from pnenmonia. T} is
compulsory, so far as the doctor is con-
cerned, to state the actual cause of death
on the certificate. 1 would like to take
this opportunity of eongratulating the
Government on the attitnde they are ad-
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opting in connection with the building of
a sanatorium, Last session a Bill was
introduced inte this House for that pur-
pose. Unfortunately, the measure did not
go through, but I am pleased that the
Government realise the absoluie necessity
that something should be done. They
have begun work and found another
site, and I |Delieve are going on
with the work of clearing in antiei-
pation of starting building almost imme-
diately. Reverting to the question of the
employment of foreigners, there are one
or two items o which I wish fo refer.
Some time ago, a commission was appoint-
ed to ascertain the number of foreigners
working on the mines. In my opinion, the
report of that commission was an abso-
lute farce. I say so for the reason that
I know from personal experience that,
when the commission went to the different
mines to ascertain the number of foreign-
ers employed, they simply called at the
companies’ offices, and asked them to pro-
duce their books, and they then took the
number of foreign names that Appeared in
the hooks. I undertake to say that close
on 50 per cent. of foreigners in the Kai-
goorlie and Boulder district are not work-
ing under foreign names. They are work-
ing under names such as “Tom Smith”
or “Joln Murphy,” and it would be a
diffieult task for any commission or any-
body to aseertain the definite number of
foreigners employed. e have a language
test whieh is supposed to be applied under
the present Act. But what do we find?
From my experience of the present earry-
ing ont of that Aet, it is absolutely un-
satisfactory. The Great Boulder and the
Golden Horseshoe, two mines adjoining,
which are practically working the same
reef, are inspected by two different in-
spectors. We have had an inspeetor on
the Golden Horseshoe put a man off, be-
cause he could not readily and inteilizibly
speak the English langoage; the man has
left, and gone to the Great Boulder, and
vot a job there, and the inspector there
has passed him., We have also had ex-
perience of the inspeetors on the Rouider
putting a man off, and he has gone to the
Horseshoe and obtained a job and passed
that inspector. The language test is, %o
some exient, a hardship on many of the
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hest forcigners. I know the case of an
Austrian, who has been 11 years in the
mining industry on the goldfields. He
can speak English sufficiently fluently to
satisfy anybody and he bas had to go be-
fore the inspector on nine different ocea-
siong. On the last occasion he was asked
to go before the inspector on the Great
Roulder, he threw in his eandles and re-
fused to go to work. I am of opinion
that another method should be adopted,
A board shonld be constituted to control
the number of foreigners allowed t the
number of Buritishers, and that board
should issue sowe sort of certificate that
the man had passed the language test.

My, O’Loghlen: Would you apply the
same thing to the timber industry?

Mr. MUNBIE: I would apply it to
every industry. Something must be done
to protect Australia from foreign invasion
so far as labour is concerned. It wonld
be no use to make it apply to the mining
industry alone. If il is, we shall have
the South-West infested with the foreign
element as we have it on the wood lines
and the goldfields to-day. The edueation
test, under existing cireumstances, cannot
be applied, or is not applied. Awnother
diffienlty the inspector experiences under
existing eonditions is this: the matter eame
under my notice a few weeks ago, and
I have reasen te believe that the man who
gave me the information was telling the
truth, On onc of the prineipal mines at
Boulder, this man happened to be working
between 3 and 4 o’clock on the day shift.
The inspeclor, as is the commen practice,
sent notice lo the mine that it was his
infention to go through for the purpose
of inspection on the following day. A
foreigner was trucking elose behind where
this man was working. The shift-boss
came nlong, and started to chat with the
forcigner, asking him all manuer of ques-
tions, and the foreigner could not salis-
falcorily answer him. The shift-boss then
told the man he had better have a day off
to-morrow. When the inspector arrived,
the man wus not there, and the inspector,
of eourse, conld not object to him. That
has not been ilone once, but T have been
informed it has heen done on dozens of
oceasions.  There are many other ways
in which the employers defeal the honest
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attewpts of the inspectors to administer
the language test.

Mr. Dooley : Hear, hear,

Mr. MUNSIE: 1 will give another in-
stanece which I believe to be absolutely
true. In the Sons of Gwalia mine at Leo-
nora, on ong occasion, the secretavy of
the union was permitied to atiend with
the inspector while the language test was
being wade. He went there when the day
shift was coming out and the afternoon
shift going on. 1 believe there were six
Italians on one of the flais in the mine
uniil seven o’clock that night before they
wonld go to the surface, because they knew
the inspector was there to enforee the lan-
guage test. Many of the foreigners who
camp in close proximity to the mine are
warned by the officials of the mine when
they find ont that the nspector is about to
visit them. They are warned not to come,
and they do mot come. To prove that
there is absolutely dire necessity for some-
thing to be done {o curtail the number of
foreigners employed on the mines, I wonld
like to show the kind of thing which has
to be resorted to by the prineipal firm
of Gwalia—TI refer to Brennan Bros. They
ave advertising their summer sale of goods
in Italian—that in a British community.
When we find that the bnsiness people
of the State have to vesort to tacties of
that kind through the unpatriotic actions
of some of our own people, it is time this
House did something to eliminate the num-
ber of foreigners employed.

Hon., H. B. LEFROY (Moore): The
intention of the Governor’s Speech is to
lay before the country a resumé of what
has been done by the Government in the
past {welve months, and to show fhe eoun-
try and the House the Government's in-
tentions with vegard to the future. The
Speech is always laudatory, and the Gov-
ernment have not failed in thal respeet on
this occasion.

Hon. Frank Wilson :
hutter.

The Minister for Works :
more material on this occasion
usual.

Hon. 11. B. LEFROY : The first part
of the Speech is devoted to agrieultural
development, and the Government have
been telling us what they have been

To lay on the

There is
than
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doing to assist the agriewlturists in the
time of difficulty during the last som-
mer. We must all give the Government
credit for what they have done. I am
quite prepared fo do so, and I am sure
other members on this side of the House
also are prepared to do so. They have
come forward in a way in which any
Government, no maiter what party were
in power, would have done on an occa-
sion such as this, beeause the future of
this country is bound up with the ques-
tion of agricultural development. Every
Government must know that anything
they ean do to prevent that industry
from going back is in the interests of
Western Australia as a whole.
cognise that we owe a great deal to the
mining industry, and older settlers in
this country. like myself, recognise that
this great industry uplifted the State
as in a night. But the gold industry
is a decrensing quantity, and every ounce
of gold taken out of the ground decreases
the value of that industry to the conntry.
I am pleased to tlank that the Govern-
ment, althonzh lo o larger extent repre-
senting the mining eonstituencies than
in the past, recognise appavently to the
full from fheir utterances in the Gov-
ernor’s Speech, that the future of this
conntry is wrapped up entirely with the
development of agriculture,

Mr. Heitmann : Not entively.

Mon. H. B. LEFROY : The future of
this country and the settlement of this
country are enfirely wrapped op m az-
ricultural development. We have gone
througl: one of the worst seasons that
the State has experienced for many
years and the Government had perforce
to come forward to assist this great in-
dustry. We have an enormouns Llervitory
in Western Australia and it is the duty
of the Government of the day and the
Parliameni of the country to try and
people this territory so far as they pos-
sibly ean. If a country is to become
great, and I say that we want to make
Western Australia a part of the great
Australian eontinent, it must be peopled.
YWe may boast of cur enormnous territory,
of our great acreage and of our miles
of coast line, but the bulwarks of the coun-

We re- -
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try are noi roeks and sand, but men. I
therefore vegret that in the Governor’s
Speech there is no mention about immi-
grotion. Immigration is unpopular in
some quarters, hut te my mind it is the
one great question that should ex-
ercise the mind of the Australian com-
munity, because we want to people Lhis
country as guickly as we can if we are
1o maintain it for the British Bmpive,
There is n sirong feeling abroad that
the party represented by the Govern-
ment in power are not concerned with
regard to this question of immigration.
In lhe old conntry T know that this feel-
ing exists,

Hon. W. €. Angwin (Honerary Minis-
ter) : How do you know that?

Hon. H. B. LEFROY : There is a
feeling that the Government in power
in this eounfry and in power in the
Commonwealth are not serious on this
question, and that they were not eon-
sistent in this regard, their object being
to vestriet the operations of the indi-
vidual as far as they possibly can, and-
that they wish to maintain the whoele of
Australia for thewnselves. That is the
position thal is recognised, and I think
considered to he the correet position by
many of those who are largely interested
in the commercial affairs of Western Aus-
tralia. I have ashed finaneial men and
men of knowledge. men who know what
15 coing on in the industrial world, and
who know more about Australia than per-
haps is menerally expected, men, who. if
thev do not say much, are of in¢uiring
minds, and who are pretty well convers-
ant with what is going on thronghout the
length and breadth of the world, why it
is that Australia’s eredit does ot seem te
he as good as that of Canada.

The Minister for Works :
4 per cent.

Hon. H. B. LEFROY : That of Wes-
tern Australia is always qnoted lower
than that of Canada, and I have asked
the reason.

"The Minister for Works : You are ont
of date altogether.

Hon. H. B. LEFROY :
has always heen

Mr. Heilmann : What is the good of
an answer which is wrong?

They pay

The answer
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Hon. H. B. LEFRQOY : The statement
Is correct.

Mr. MHeitmann : Take the last loan.

Hon. H. B. LEFROY : The hon. mem.
ber will be able Lo correct me later on.
At the present time I wish to state em-
phatically that the eredit of Osnada is
better than that of Australia, and that
is largely attributed to the fact that the
Canadians appesr to have more faith
in their country than the Australians
have in theirs.

The Attorney General : Is that true?

Hon. H, B. LEFRQY : The Canadians
appear in the minds of the outside world
to have more faith in their country.

The Attorney General: That is wrong.

Hon. H. B, LEFRQY : During the past
ten or twelve years Canada has spent
hundreds of thousands of pounds in en-
eonraging people to settle i that country,
and the result has been a flow of immi-
gration into Canada, and the immigrants
have heen ahsorbed year by year until, as
we know, the population of Canada has
ineéreased enormonsly.

My, Heitmann: And how many are
leaving there?

Hon. H. B. LEFROY: A certain num-
ber do leave there as a number leave Aus-
tralia, but the bulk remain. It is asked
why it is Australians ave not taking wp
the question of immigration seriously just
as Canada is doing, and they say that the
reason nmst be that Australin is of the
opinion that the country eannot carry the
people, and because of that the financial
people will not lend us money to enable
us fo earry on our affairs.

Mr. Heitmann: Yon must have inter-
viewed “Frosty Fraser.”

Hon. H. B. LEFROY : Those are facts,
and the people in the old country, at any
rate, have got them in their minds.

Hon. W. C. Angwin (Honorary Minis-
ter): They may have had those views
when you were there.

Hon. H. B. LEFROY: And it will take
a great deal to get those views out of their
minds unless Aunstralia becomes more seri-
ous on this great question of immigration,

Mr, Thomas: Have they ever refused
to lend ns money?

Hon. H. B. LEFROY: Nothing has
been said in the Governor’s Speech with
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regard to this great question and I think
many of us would have liked to have
heard that the Government of Western
Australia intended to take some action.
Personally I cobjeet to bringing into this
country men of the mechanieal class who
have never been used to what is called
here laborious work. We should get
people who have been accustomed to work
in the country, and if they are willing to
work here and wield an axe, I am sure
they wiil readily find employment. I am
averse fo bringing people inte the country
to interfere with the Iabour market, that
is to say men who engage in mechanieal
trades, but if we get people into this eoun-
try to settle on the land, everything else
will follow afterwards. The Governor’s
Speech informs us that the Government
bave devoted much attention to the pro-
vision of means for the reduction of the
cost of living, and at an early date mem-
bers will be nsked to ratify the necessary
appropriations for the trading enterprises
which have been undertaken for this pue-
pose. We are very pleased to think that
the Government appreciate the necessity
of trying to reduce the cost of living, so
far as they can, but we know at the same
time they are endeavouring as far as pos-
sible to inerease the eost of produetion
by raising the wages, It is an economie
fact that you cannot raise wages and re:
duce the cost of living; if vou want to
rednce the cost of living, you must rednee
the cost of produetion. If you pull a repe
at both ends and keep on pulling, in the
end that rope must break, and so if is an
ecanomic faet that it is impossible to re-
duee the cost of living by increasing the
cost of production. I cannot see how the
Government are going to reduce the cost
of meat by the purchase of steamers. I
am not one of those who think it is neces-
sary in the interests of the country to
have a State steamship serviee on this
coast for Dbringing down stock. It
has been stated that as the Gov-
ernment of the country manage the
traffic on land, why should thexy not
add to that some of the traffic on the
gea also, but for the life of me, no mem-
ber of the Government has vet told the
House where the necessity exists, They
gay that the cost of meat is very high,



[17 Jury, 1912.]

hut they have not told us how the cost of
meat is golng to be reduced by running
these steamers on the coast. We have
been told a great deal about meat rings.
T have heard abont meat rings for the last
twenty years. I came into this House 20
years ago, and at that time there were
cries of a meat ring buf no one has ever
been able to discover it.

The Minister for Works: It has existed
for 20 years.

Hon. H. B. LEFROY: I should say
that hon. members on this side of the
House are more opposed to any meat ring
than perhaps hon. members on the Minis-
terial side. Most of us own land and re-
present people who own land; these peo-
ple are the producers, and a ring will
affect those producers almost more than
the consumenrs,

The Aitorney General: Do you say that
the producers are getting a fair deal?

Houn. H. B. LEFROY: I might point
oui to the Attorney General that the
whole thing seems to me to be one of sup-
ply and demand. Some years ago we
were a small community, meat was down
to 234d. a pound and sheép were sold at
2d. a pound, but, with the advent of popn-
lation and without a eorresponding in-
crease in stock, the price of meat natur-
ally went up and the increase has been
maintained to a certain exfent ever since.
Naturally, after the worst season perhaps
which has been experienced in Waestern
Australia, doring the memory of living
man, is i1t likely that the price of meat
will be otherwise than high? Ye have
had ene of the worst droughts that has
ever been known thronghout the Murchi-
son and Gascoyne country whence a great
deal of owr fat stock have come in the
past, and throughout the eastern districts
people have not been able to get their
stock in condition in the same way as in
former years. This all has eaused the
priece of nreat to go up at the present
time. But all the stock that come from
the North are brought to Fremantle and
placed in the open market and go to the
highest bidder. The objeet of those peo-
ple is to get that meat as cheaply as they
can, and I suppose they do. Perhaps
hon. members will say the “ring” 1is
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formead after the meat has left the mar-
ket, and that it is in connection with the
retailing of meat. Of that I know no-
thing. We know, moreover, that but-
chering, perbaps, is one of the most pre-
carious industries that 4 man can enfer
into, and I have never heard of any but-
cher in this conntry making a fortune; I
have heard of a great many Talling, but
never of any man in the butehering trade
amassing, not a fortine, but even a coin-
petency.

The Minister for Works:
ever studied why if is?

Hon. H. B. LEFROY: I have studied
these things perhaps more than the hon.
member, because I am personally inter-
ested in them. My living depends en-
tirely on what I raise from the seil. I
have not a penny in the world except
what T am able to make from what T pro-
duce in the country, and for that reason
I consider I have some knowledge.
Doubtless the hon, member has some also,
but perhaps we have studied the question
from different points of view.

Mr. Gill: There is a lot of information
vou could give to the House if yom
chose.

Hon. H. B. LEFROY: The only in-
formation I eould give is that the ques-
tion of the price of meat is one of supply
and demand. If we ean bring down sev-
eral thousand sheep or a thousand head
of bullocks and glut the market, I know
perfeetly well that down will go the price
of meat to bedrock. But are hon. mem-
bers on the Government side desirons of
doing this, and so destroy the market in
Fremantle entively—swamp the market
and so injure all the producers and grow-
ers of meat throughout the State? If
that is not the intention of the Govern-
reent, but at the same time they intend
to bring down enormous numbers of
stock from the North fo glut this market,
that will be the end

My, Heitmann: Of the meat ring.

Hon. H, B. LEFROY : That will be the
end of these enterprises which the Gov-
ernment speak about in the Speech, and
it will be the end, as the hon. member has
just interjected, of the meat ring.

Have you
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Hon. Frank Wilson: If is only a tem-
porary expedient, and it will ruin the
small grower,

Hon. 1I. 3. LEFROY: The best and
only way lo reduce the cost of living is
to inerease production. I do not say to
leszen its cost, but to inerease production.
1 we can get people to occupy the waste
spaces of Western Anstralia and if we can
make producers of them, we will be able 10
reduce the cost of living legitimately, and
to the greal advantage of the State. As
T have already stated in this House, T am
not in favour of the State taking control
of all the mecans of produetion and distri-
bution. and I hope that members on Lhe
Government side are not all in favour of
that policy. We have adopted in Aus-
tralia o system of State railways, and it
has been & most salisfactory syslem. We
must have one system or the other, either
State railways or railways ran by private
enterprize, 1T am not going to say that
railways run by private enterprise are a
failure, because we know what sueh rail-
ways bhave done in Canada; but baving
adopted this State system, which we all
coustder is the best sysiem in the inferests
of Australia, the whole of our railways
shonld be in the hands of the Govern-
ment., Tt is a State monopoly, and it
should be a State monopoly. T believe in
foing a cerviain length with regard to these
matters, but not {hat the Governmeunt
ghonld take conirol of the whole of the
means of produetion and distribution, as
perhaps some of the people are desirous
of doing. We want to raize up a self-
reliant and self-respecting peonle, and we
will pever do that if everything is done
for them by the Government. Tf we ave
to bave a hardy and independent race of
people, we must have those whose in-
divideality 15 drawn out, and who are able
fo do something on their own aecount.
Liie on the land is very hard, and why
do men fake to it? Few men except thoso
wlho have engaged in the agrieultnral lite
know what a hard life it is. Tt s uo
matter of eight hours a day, buk eighteen
hours per day.

Alr. Heitmann: T have worked harder.

Hon. 0. B. LEFROY: Yet they take
up that life because it is independent and
Tree and they ave able to do what they

like. That is why a man becomes an agri-
cultural worker, in the hope of gefting a
£air competence for himself to enable bim
to live and bring up a family. We want
to encourage that as far as we possibly
can. We want to foster and help them in
every possible way by giving them means
of transit, and any other legitimate aid
that it is in the power of the Government
to erant them. The matters I have re-
ferred to so far are such as I consider of
national concern, but T would like now
to deal with a few matters of what I
might eall purely leeal concern. I notice
in a paragraph in the Speech it is said
that the water supplies of Albany, Bus-
selton, and Wagin are veeeiving attention,
and that investigation is being made in
resard to fhat for Geraldton, NWow, I
have something to thank the Government
for in this respect. I am sorry they have
left it for me fto pat them on the back,
and that they have not landed themselves
in vegard to (his matter as thev did in
vegard tu the water supplies of Albany,
Busselion. and Wagin,

Hon. Frank Wilson : This is pur scheme.
that is why,

Hon. H B, LEFROY: The people |
represent asked, when they read the
Speech, why no reference was made to
Moora ?

The Altorney General: Moora?

on, II. B. LEFROY: Tt is a far
grealer lown than any represented by the
Attorney General, and it is destined to he
one of the great country towns in West-
ern Ausiralian. T have heen for years
urging that a supply of water should he
established, and so far, it has heen im-
possible to set it, although the Govern-
ment have done a great deal. The Minis-
ter for Works informed me thai if the
Governmeni Geolomst would give a safis-
factory report on the prospect ot ubfain-
ing arlesian water in {hat direciion he
would put down an artesian bore to tes!
the distriet,

Mr, Green: That would destroy your
self-reliance.

Hon. H. B. LEFROY: The Minister
told me he would do this, and when a
Diinister of lhe Crown makes a promise—

Hon. Frank Wilson: He onght to keep
il.
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Hon, H. B. LEFROY: He does keep
it. When a Minister of the Crown makes
a promise to me I consider it as good as
done. 1 have respect for the position of
a Minister of the Crown, and I feel that
Ministers have a respect for the position
themselves, and would not have made a
promise of this sort if it was not to be
carried oul. 1 have told my electors this,
but they remacked that the work would
never be done. 1 have urged them to be
patient, and to remember that ihese
things cannot all be done at once., 1 wish
to thaonk the Minister for earrying out
his promise. The planl is all rveady and
is going up there ulmost at once, and this
greal  experiment will he earried out
shortly. This will not be in the interests
of my disirict only, but it will be in the
inferests of all of that ecastline to dis-
eover the existence of a good artesian
water supply. The Government Geologist,
whom 1 know full well, and with whom
T was associated for many years, is a
eautious, canny Scotsman, and T felt sure
that if he said there was a possibility of
getling artesian water there it was pretly
certain that it would be obained. At the
same time. I would like lo point out thai
it has generally been eonsidered that the
distriet which T vepresent has been handi-
capped from one end to the other for
many years past through the fact that
it lay within the area of the Midland
Railway Company, and that it did not
receive lhe alteniion whieh sueh an im-
portant district demands from the Gov-
ernment. T do not wish to lay too much
blame at the dooer of the present Govern-
ment berause they are assisting us in this
direclion, but at the same time 1 have
been repeatedly told that certnin things
eould not be done hecause the transport
arrangemenis are in the hands of the
Midland  Railway Company. Railway
conneclions are urgently required ta link
up porlions of this splendid country. It
is largely oceupied, but very many of the
seftlers have a difficulty in getting their
produce l¢ the railway, hut T am always
told that this cannot be done while the
transport arrangements are in the hands
of the Midland Railway Company; and, as
we would be only feeding that company
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instead of assisting our own State rvaii-
ways, we are told these things ean-
not he done. 1t seems hard thal a
whole distriet should- be bandicapped in
this way simply through the fiet that the
railway connection belongs to a eompany
instead of to the country’s own railway
serviee. The sooner this state of affairs
ean be ended the beiter. There has been
a greal deal of nibling, a great deal of
procraslination, and a great deal of dila-
toriness in regard to this railway. It
might have been purchased long ago if
the matter had only been gone into seri-
ously., 1f it had been left to me, as I
asked the Government of the day to leave
it to me, when I was 11 London 1 could
have purchased the railway at a price
which 1 am absoluiely certain would have
been satisfactory to Parliament and rto
the ecountry, but it is quite possible if
such had been earried out T may have got
the kudos instead of ihe Government.

The Altorney General: Whose Govern-
ment was that?

Hen. H. B. LEFROY: It is so longz
ago and I am getting so old now.

Mr. George: Ie wanis to let you down
lightly, My. Attorney (General

Hon. H. B. LEFROY : Another maiter
in which the people I vepresent are
greatly handieapped is their not being
able to borrow from the Agrieultural
Bank. T know this again is a difficult
matter, but, when T put the question 1o
the Minister for Tands during last ses-
sion, [ was teld he would go into the
malter. I have heard nothing from the
hon. menber sinee, g0 I conclude that he
has found ihis matter too diffieult for
him to grapple with, and the only solution
I ean see for this great queslion is for
the Government to get the Midland Rail-
way Company te make them a present of
the railway line. I should have thought,
and T believe, that if the Government
went seriously into the matter they would
find that some means might be arrived at
ko enable ilie securities held by the Mid-
land Railway Company to be handed over
to the Government. They, as business
people, would appreciate Lhis as an ad-
vantage to themselves, and in that way
it would enable the Government to hold
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the whole of the seeurity if they advanced
money under the Agrienltural Bank. 1f
the difliculties are so great that they can-
not be surmounted, we cannot help it;
but I would like to know what the diffi-
culiies are, and I would like the people
to be able to judge whether they ean be
surmonnied or not,  Amnother matter T
wish to refer to'is the question with re-
gard to what I am told is the deviation
now proposed in the extension of the rail-
way from Wongan Hills to Mullewa. This
railway approved by Parliament
some few years ago. ‘Whether it was a
wise thing to do, or whether it was not,
1 am not going to enler into at present;
but the people have settled thai eouniry
and settled it on the understanding that
the railway would go in a certain diree-
tion. Now, 15 months or more after the
sarvey was made, the Government, we
understand, propose (o0 make a deviation
and remove the line away from the greut
body of setllers,

Hon, W. C. Angwin (Honorary Mini-
ster): No, 10 the settlers.

Hon. H. B. LEFROY: Right away
from the body of these seftlers. I know
that eountry belter than the hon. member;
I know the elass of eouniry itself.

Hon. W. C. Angwin {Honorary Mini-
ster) : The officers report honestly;
lhere is no fooling them.

Hon, H. B, LEFROY: I believe the
officer was told to go up there and get
into louch with the progress nssocialions.

Hon. W. . Angwin (Honorary Mini-
ster) : And the residents.

Hon. H. B. LEFROY: And lLe was {o
get all the information he possibiy could
from Ihe progress associalions.

Hon. W. C. Angwin (Honorary Mini-
sfer) : And lie was to see for himself.

Hon. H, B. LEFROY : But he did not
zo to the progress associations,

Mr. Moore: Yes, he did.

Hon. H. B. LEFROY: He did not o
to the progress associations that were in-
terested; he did not go to the one prinei-
pally interested, the associalion at the
north end of the Wongan Hills; he weni
to one which represents a small com-
munity, and the eonsequence is that this
railway route is settled and the promise

was
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made by the late Premier is unfulfilled. In
the first instance, it was a debatable ques-
tion as to which side of the Wongan Hills
the railway should follow. It was thought
by some that it should go lo the west;
bul at any rate some sort of a compromise
was arrived at whereby it should gzo along
ihe fool of the hills on the east side, and
the people on the west side were told dis-
tinetly that there would bhe a siding pnt
in at a plaee called The Gap. The survey
was made and that promise was made lo
these people by the late Premier. I am
sorry e is nol in the position to earry
it out, becanse if he were in the position
I am quite sure that he would do it, and
that he would not have altered the line
after the survey was made, and after the
promise had been given to the settlers
on the western side of the hills,

Hon. Frank Wilsen; Thal is so.

Mr, George: The Bolgarl line is to be
extended.

Hon. H. B. LEFROY: We know that
it is proposed (o extend the Bolgart line,
but the extension will be sometliing like
20 miles away from the people T refer to.

Hon. W, C. Angwin (Honorary Mini-
ster) : Who said so?

Hon. I. B. LEFROY: T say so.

Hon, W. C. Angwin (Honorary Mini-
sler): You are wrong.

Hon. H, B. LEFROY : Unless (he Bol-
gart line is going somewhere where it
shonld not go. TIn that ease it would
bring them cluser. I believe a select com-
mittee has been called for in the other
House to go into this matter, se 1 am not
going to labour the question at the present

time. [t will probably come before us
again. Al any rate 1 have not had my

alficial veply to the depulation that waited
on the ‘Mimster for Works 1¢ davs ago.
When T wet that official reply T hope at
any rate it will be in the best interests
of the community as a whole.

Hoen. W. €. Angwin (Honorary Mini-
ster): [t will be.

Hon. H. B. LEFROY : We are informed
that a number of Bills are to be brought
forward dealing with most important mat-
ters, matters of great importanee to the
constituents of hon. members on this side
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of the House, among them being amend-
nments to the Land Aect, and the Land and
Income Tax Act, and a new Roads Bill.
We are not told in the Governor’s Speech,
noyx is it enstomary fo divulge in the Gov-
ernor’s Speech, what the intentions of the
Government are i maiters of this kind;
but, at the same time, I hope that when
these Bills come hefore the Hounse they
will not be of a confiseatory character,
but will be in the hest interesis of the peo-
ple most concerned.

Mr. George: They are only going to
“bleed” with a'eapital B.

Hon. H. B. LEFROY : We are not in-
formed what shape the proposals are to
take, but they shall be dealt with when
the time comes; and, as I have said be-
fore, it is to be earnestly hoped the Gov-
ernment will not bring forward anything
of an oppressive character, or such as will
tend to decrease the confidence in the
country, or retard the free and unres-
irieted advancement of the people. Shonld
they enter on some frenzied career of re-
volutionary legislation, the common sense
of the people of this country must rise
in vevolt. and the answer will he sure o
come, and the hand of the Government
nmst be stayed. 1 hope that it will be
stayed before it is fuo Jate.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Mr. GREEK (Kalgoorlie): T rise, in
common with other members on this side
of {he House, ta congratulate the Govern-
ment on their achievemenis iu spite of
the adverse conditions in the agricultural
areas, It cannot be gainsaid that this has
been the leanest year Western Austraiia
has knewn in the agrienltaral aveas, and
we have the speciacle of what has been
termed a goldtields Ministry coming to the
resene of the farmers, and helping them
to an extent that has never been confem-
plated by members of any Liberal Govern-
ment. We find that not only has water
been carried to the farmers of the State,
and seed wheat given to them, but pro-
vision has heen made for wafter supplies
whereby to a large extent the drought
will not affect the farmers in the future—
that is to eay, in certain areas where pro-
vigion has heen made for permanent water,

h=

I believe, too, that the favmers, who arve
generally considered as supporters of the
Liberal party, will not forget the Labour
party at the next elections. In travelling
through the different farming districts my
experience is that even the Liberals among
the farmers admit that the Labour party
have done a lot for the farming eommu-
nity during the past unine months, and
I believe that, at the present time, the
Labour party are more favonrably thought
of than ever before, becanse they have been
placed in office and given a trial {o bring
their platform into operation. I may con-
gratulate the Government upon their
purchase of State steamers, and on
their intention to erect additional State
saw-mills., 1 am pleased to see that these
Labour people—a prominent member of
whom was told only a few days ago in
this Chamber that he was uncouth, wun-
cultured, rude, ignorant, and that sort
of thing—that we tgnorant people are the
first in Western Auslralia to establish a
University Senate. We recognise that as
the future of the country lies in the hands
of the Labour party we must edueate the
vouths, because we realise that the pre-
judice existing at the present time in the
minds of those who do not understand our
policy will be effectually dispelled by edu-
cation. I am pleased also to nate that a
Chair of Geology has been determined
upon for the University, for I feel certain
that it will be of immense benefif to the
gold mining industry. It is pleasing also
to realise that we have in the State milk
supply a reecognilion of the obligation
upon the Goveriment to see that pure
food is retailed to the people. In the
care the Government have manifested to-
wards child life in this nuclens of a new
indusiry, we see merely an extension of
thai humane principle for which the Lab-
our party stand. I am also pleased to
note that under the energetie Minister for
Works 1t is proposed to start State brick-
works. The member for Moore is very
much worried—and no one has a higher
respect than myself for the courtesy and
kindness on all occasions of the member
for Moore—that hon, member has asked
where this State nationalisation is going
to stop. We, on our part, answer by ask-
ing another question, namely, where are
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rings and monopolies going to stop ! Just
€0 long as rings and monopolies show
their heads in Australia, so long will the
Labour party zo after these monopolies
and see thai what is a private monopoly
is converfed into a State monopoly in
order that the benefits devived moy go
into the pockels of the people. In rve-
gard to Stale brick-works, it has Dbeen
said in another place that the Stale brick-
works in New South Wales are a failure.
1 had the privilege, & few months ago, of
viewing those brick-works in New South
Wales, and I satisfied myse!f that they
are a magnificent suecess. While there I
inierviewed the manager, who told me
that they were turning ount 140,000 bricks
per week at a cost of 22s. per thousand,
while the bricks turned out by the private
concerns were being soid at the kilns for
45s, per thousand., The State brick-works
were selling bricks to the Works Depart-
ment and olher departments at a price of
3s. below the combine’s price, no matter
what that price might be; econsequently
they were selling bricks at 42s. per thou-
sand, and so making a profit for the State
of £1 on every thonsand of bricks. The
leader of the Opposition interjecled this
afternoon that ihose brick-works cost
£17,000. and conserquently that large cost,
as compared with what the briek-works
were turning out, speli failnre. Interest
at 4 per cent. on the £17.000 represents
£13 per week. whilst the profit on 140,000
bricks at £1 per thousand is £140 per
week. So we see that the Labour Gov-
ernment of New Sonth Wales have estab-
lished a magnifiecent proposition, and T
trust we will have the same magnificent
results in Weslern Australia. Because I
find on consulting the Western Australian
Mintng, Building, and Engineering Jour-
nal of 13th July, 1912, that bricks on the
trucks at the kiln cost £2 7s. 6d. I have
consnlled one of the leading brick manu-
facturers in the State, a man whom I have
known from boyhood and upon whose
word T can vely, and he assures me that
bricks can he made in Western Australia
by the present Government for 22s. 6d.
per thousand. So we see this is going to
be 2 magnificent assel for the State. If
any doubt still remains in the minds of
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those preseut as to the existence of o voni-
hine in bricks, as in several other ramifiea-
tions, let me read the following extracts
from the magazine entitled Buildiny, pub-
lished in Sydney. [t speaks of the Mel-
bourue brick combine. Having no Siate
brickworks there. they have » brick com-
bine instead. The nvticle reads—

The brick combine in Melbourne, it
would seem, is altemptinz to enfuree
the methods thiat have hecome so well
known in America.  Qpposilion, at all
costs, must be sileneed. In the case of
the Queensland Insuranee building. it
was officially told us that the combine
would nel aecept the contractor's order
for double-pressed brieks, beeause the
building was being constructed in vein-
forced eoncrete. In the eircumstances,
hricks for the building had to be ob-
tained from Syduey, and now that all
the costs have been checked it is said
that 13s. per thonsand is saved by doing
50. Double pressed Syduey facing bricks
cain be delivered on any Melbourne city
site for 15s. per thousand cheaper than
donble pressed Melbourne bricks. The
combine, we believe, has also refused
to sell mouided bricks on jobs where
other makers’ bricks have been used.
A leading contractor in Melbourne has
had an intimation conveved to him that,
as he has purchased some shares in an
oppositian hrick company, he will not
be supplied with combine bricks.

Now we come to the proposals of the
Glovernment; so much for what they have
aecomplished.

AMr., Hettmann: Do you not think,
with eertain other members, that the law
of supply and demand governs the price?

Air. GREEX: Sapply and demand was
a theory accepted by the orthedox poli-
tical ecoromists of 50 years ago, but the
radieal economists of to-day and av-
crage men of horse sense well know that
snpply and demand have very little to do
with the difference hetween the cost of
production and the price to the econsumer.
Any farmer in the State knows that very
well, and knows that he is absoluiely at
the merey of the combines. The idea of
trying to throw dust in the people’s eves
by saying that, because the rural worker
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insists upon having butter instead of
dripping upon his bread, the industry is
going io be crushed! That tale may do
for the ignorant farm hand, or the cockey
that works from jackass to jackass, but
so far as the enlightened farmer or farr-
ing employvee is concerned, the day when
“that tale would be listened to has already
passed. I am very pleased to find the
Government are fully seized with the

justive  of giving assistanee to the
mining  industry. Why should the
indusiry  not be assisted? We can-
not  ten- frequently velterate the faet

that towering ubove evervthing else in
the State i= the mining industry. The
ingratitude of people who have grown
wealthy, who have in a sense, baltened on
this mining industry, and have then re-
fused, as other Governments have done,
to give the goldfields a fair deal is most
“distressing to the people of the goldfelds,
and has caused biiderness of feeling be-
tween them and the residents on the eoast.
In 1911 the exports of gold were of a
value of £5,666,790; all the other exports
of the same year amounted to £5,051.227.
The export of wheat for 1911—far be
it from me to deery the importanee of the
wheat industry—the export of wheat in
1011 was of a value of £386,922, or one-
fourieenth of the value, so far as export
is concerned, of this so-ealled langunishing
mining industry. T therefore welcome the
proposals of the Minister for Mines to
give assistance to the mining industry,
"and to euncourage the prospector, and I
trust that the system of diamond drilling
will be vizorously earried ont in the wvie-
inity of ihe Golden Mile. At the present
time we have this encrmously wealthy
centre in which discovery has been con-
fined to eomparatively a mile of country.
I believe in c¢ommon with several other
people who are perhaps in a better posi-
tion to judge than I am that the expendi-
ture of £100,000 if necessary on diamond

drills in the vieinity of the Golden Mile
to
lodes run, would prove an inestimable
boom to the mining industry. Another
question which I trust will be brought
forward under this sympathefic mining

asecrtain in whieh direction these
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administration is a Tribuiers Bill. Even
in the vich centre of Xalgoorlie and
Boulder right fromm Hannan’s Censols
to Kallaroo practically the whole of that
country is locked up with the exeeption
of a few lenses. Only 700 fributers ave
aliowed on the ground and north and
sonilr of the Golden Mile also the land
is locked np right to the Boulder Deep
T.evels. If conditions were brought
in so that these mining eompanies
were foreed to work their proper-
ties or throw. them up or give
betier  conditions to  tributers, it
would be better for the industry. It is
being recognised by the mine managers
themselves that gold mining has more
and more to depend on the tributer. As
regards the Central Boulder gold mine,
that in the Grst case was leased to
the Associated mine on econdition that
the Associated mine and the Ceniral
Boulder company were Lo divide the
profits; it was then leased to the Oroya-
Brown Hill and thirdly to the Oroya
Links and not a penny of profit was ve-
turned to the Boulder Central Company,
The Oroya Links threw it up in Novem-
ber 1910, and tributers came in, but
under what conditions? They counld
only get a twelve months' tenure and
they had to pay a royalty of five to
twenty per cent. on the gross returns.
In a few months that company, which
for fifteen years had been worked with-
out a penny of profil had returns amount-
ing to £3,800 by tributers. T trust that
tributers will receive wise and reasonable
consideration from the Minister for
Mines, and T have the grentest faith that
this will be the ease. I am pleased that
the Government is bringing forward the
matter of the extension of the Workers’
Compensation Act. One provision above
all others for which there is the greatest
necessity is the imelusion of miners’
phthisis as an industrial disease, which
sliould be a charge on the industry. Dr,

Cumpsion, in his report on pulmonary
diseases among miners, in 1910—and he
spent eight months in making the in-
quiry—shows in table 5 that deaths from
lung disease of males over fifteen years
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rot engaged in the mining industry
totalled 23.73 of all diseases, whilst the
number of deaths of miners totalled 38.52
or an increase of almost 30 per cent. That
is to say any man who undertakes to fol-
low the oeccupation of mining takes 50
per eent. greater risk of dying from lung
disease than a man following any other
avocation. TUnder such civcumstances
it is hardly necessary to point out that
this industry ereates an extra risk, and
that the mining companies should be re-
quired to see that men in the flower of
their wanhkood, who ave helping to de-
velop this great industry should receive
fair eonditions,

Mr. Heitmann : Is it not possible to
bring about fair conditions by regula-
tion.

Mr. GREEN : I will leave that to
the Minister for Mines. I am pleased to
know that an amending Mines Regula-
tion Act will be introduced with the
idea of improving the conditions of work-
ing for the health and safety of miners.
It is peeuliar that as far as the health
of the community is concerned, it is al-
ways left to the Labour party to take
action in matters of this kind. I feel a
certain amount of pride that I am as-
sociated with a party that has for its
object humane legislation and a kind
heart for the people. The Industrial Ar-
bitration Bill will be weleomed in the
hope that it will do away with a great
number of strikes. We have been
threatened with many strikes, but owing
to svmpathetic Labour administration,
these have been less during the last nine
months than at any other period of our
history. I am pleased to notice mention
in the Speech of mining revival. While
the Golden Mile stands as an objeet les-
son to the world for producing enormous
wealth, T have sufficient faith in Wes-
tern Australia to believe there will
be scores of Golden Miles discovered
long after we have gone to our last sleep.
The question of Austrians and Italians
on the mines iz a serious one. It con-
rerns us more particularly on the Gold-
fields, because we are brought face to
face with it day after day. No one in
this Chamber is more cosmopolitau in his
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sviupathies towards other nationalities
than I am. 1 have no quarrel with the
foreigner, who is called a Dago, but the
foreigner who eomes to Australia and
is not prepared to stay and live and marry
in Australia is no good to the country.
If foreigners do not feel sufficient obli-
galion to the Australian flag to live here
and help to develop the eountry by stay-
ing here, T trust we shall adopt regula-
tions which will provide that they are
not allowed to monopolise the labour
of the country to the execlusion of our
own countrymen. During the three
wonths ended Mareh, 1912, the arrivals
of Ausfrians and Italians numbered

209 in excess of departures and 29
women. I ask thie House to notice the
disparity in the arvivals of men and
women. That rate for one year would

give us an increase of 836 or ineluding
womeh 920. The total number of Aus-
trians and Italians in the Siate is 3,324
males and 317 females, a total of 3,641,
At the present rapid rate of inerease; the
present total will be doubled in four years.
The disparity between males and females
shows that under ten per cent. of the
Austrian and Italian population are fe-
males. I wired o the Inspector of Police
at Kalgoorlie yesterday to find out how
these foreigners were entering into the
business of the ecountry, I contend that if
there is one business which requires to be
eonducted decently it is that of a hotel.
It is unfortunately a fact, and Goldfields
members will bear me out, that in regard
to Dagoe hotels—I may be excused for
using the term-—the position of the police
is very diffieult. These foreigners are
unfortunately unclean—they have not
such a high sense of morals as we have,
and the difficulties of the police in Kal-
goorlie and Boulder arve great. Inspee-
tor Brophy tells me that these Dago
hotels are stmply dens of iniquity. He
states that Austrian and Italian hotels
at Boulder comprise four Italians, pub-
lican’s general; one Austrian, publican’s
general, and one Ttalian wine and beer
license; and at Kalgoorlie one Austrian
publienn’s general, four Italian, publi-
one Italian wine
in XKal-

can’s general, and
licence. That is twelve dens
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goorlie and Boulder controlled by Aus-
trians and Italians, and the police have
confessed to me that it is almost impos-
sible to keep them wunder control.

My, Heitmann: They are naturalised
British subjects. They cannot hold a
licence under the new Act unless they
are.

Mr. GREEX: Well, the leopard cannot
change lis spots. I wish also to deal with
the guestion of railway employees. Under
the Ministry”s vegime, there has been a
fortunate increase of £120,000, covering
railways and other State serviees, but the
position of stationwasiers working twelve
Lhours a day, a position which was toler-
ated for so many vears by previous Gov-
ernments should not be allowed to con-
tinue much longsr under the sympathetic
Labour administration. I believe that
there are a few anomalies at present, but
the expenditure has removed a large num-
ber of anomalies and a comparatively
few pounds will rectify the rest. With
regard to railway construction, the first
line mentioned in the Speeeh is the Norse-
man to Esperance railway. The second
is the one to the Margaret River area,
which is in a farming distriet.

The Minister for Works: Most import-
ant too.

Mr. GREEN: This goes to show that
the Labour Party have a keen eye on the
wants of the farming community. There
is also an extension of the Bolgart line
which s also a farming distriet. I am
not sure that this Ministry will not hand
down their name to posterity as the farm-
er's friend. Aunother is a line westward
of Wagin and the fifth is a line to serve
Cowcowing, which is also in the constitn-
ency of the member for Toodyay, who
never gives the Labour Government eredit
for anything. The sixth is the extension
of the Yilliminning-Kondinin line. T am
not sure whether the Labour Government,
in their anxiety to do a fair thing all
round, have not neglected the good old
motto “Charity begins at Home” by help-
ing those who have been their friends right
along the line. The line from Fremantle
to Kalgoortie will soon be under way.
This is a national eoncern. The barbours
at Fremantle, Albany, Bunbury, Gerald-
ton and on the north-west coast are to be

529

put into repair. I regret that no mention
is made of the magnificent harbour at
Esperance, but since the visit of the At-
torney General to Esperance, T think he
will see that that is the one natural har-
bour in the State, with the exception of
Albany, and where no expenditure is
necessary. A railway can be run to that
particular port and ships ean come in and
load and unload with safety without the
expeuditure of a £3 note, so far as accom-
modation is eoncerned. Now we come to
fhe vexed question of the Government
steamers, This is intimately associated
with the food supply, and if it can be
contended that the price of meat in this
State depends on the law of supply and
demand, I want to know how it is that
when these stations weve bought in the-
North-West—Greenvale, Dawson Downs,
and Mt. Bavrett—by the late Colonial Sec-
retary, how if was that the price for cat-
tle was £1 9s. per head, if there were
available markets down south. The faet
is that that price paid by the late Gov-
ernment shows that it was an impossibil-
ity for the small people to sell their fat
cattle to the biz men. T have taken the
apportunity of wiring over to a friend
of mine at Spottiswood tn Vietoria with
regard to the prices of meat ruling in that
State at the present time. I fnd that they
compare with our own prices as follows:
—Roast beef in Victoria yesterday, 4d.

to 4%5d. cash on delivery; Swan Meat

Company, 8d. and 9d. Rump steak, Vie-
toria, 8d. to 9¢.; Swan Meat Company,
1s. 1d. to 1s. 2d. Sausages in Vietoria.
Ad. to 4d.: Western Australia, 6d. to 7d.
This meat trade is one that particularly
lends itself to exploitation. We find that
the meat ring in Western Australia are
onlv copyists of the meat trusts that ex-
ist in America. and we find that they ave
worthy copyists of what is called the
greatest trust in the world. I would call
the attention of this House to a quotation
from a book called “The Greatest Trusts
in the World,” on page 185 of which it
shows bow the beef trust in America, by
taking hold of distributin and produc-
tion, were able with one hand to redure
the price paid for cattle by several hun-
dreds of millions of dollars, and at ile
same time to vaise the retail price to the
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consuming pablie,  Where does sapply
and demand comae in there? The following
figures show how the prices were gradu-
ally raised, aud T will give the prices in
Engl'sh money for the benefit of the
hetinhted member for York:—Sirlein of
steat in 1900 3d., in 1903 10d.;: ehnek
steak in 1900 44., in 1905 Gd: veal eut-
lets in 1900 614d., in 1905 104.; leg of
mutton in 1900 5d., in 1905 10d.; T have
just quoted these figures to show that the
price of meat has gone up considerably
under the irusis in Ameriea, and the price
of meat has also gone up under the ring
that exists here.

Mr. Allen: What is the price of sucking
Pigs?

Mr. GREEN: It is all very well for the
affluent member opposite to talk abont
the price of sucking pigs, a luxury that
seldom appears on the working man’s
table, bul which may ofien be seen om
the table of the boodler and the stock
jobber, with whom it would be a favourite
dish. Tt has been said in another place
that the small man had never any difli-
enlty in disposing of his eattle to the
big man. Mr. Connolly, however, when
he was arranging for the purchase of the
three stations I have referred to, wired
to the people who owned the stations,
asking that if they had so many ecatile
on the run, how it was that sales were so
small, and they replied that for two years
il had been impossible for them to sell
a hoof to the wholesale man. Mr. Con-
nolly even admitted in a speech at Broome
in effeet {hat the purchase of the stations
for the abaorigines had opencd his eyes
to the faet that the small man could not
sell his bullocks. He made the discovery
then and has forgotten it since. 1M
(fale, who took possession of the stations,
could not sell any ecattle from any of
those stations, and hawked them around
to the wholesale men and found it im-
possible even then to sell them. It was
found neceszary by the then Government
to ehartor a steamer to bring down the
enttle.  The present Government have
purchased steamers to do an exaetly simi-
lar thing, and have, to some extent, fol-
lowed the example set them by the pre-
vious (lovernment. The member for
Northam quoted figures, and after ali,
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when one gets a confusion of figures one
begins to see daylight through the lot of
them, The hon. member said that beef
could be brought down for 1d. a pound.
The heast averages in weight 650 pounds,
and that beast can be brought down for
£2 14s. 2d. Those were Mr. Mitchell’s
figures. An hon. member, who is fairly
conversant with putting joints on the
Table in another Hounse, said that eattle
could be hronght down for £2 7s. 6d. a
head. As a matter of faet, I have seeured
documentary evidence just to get al the
trath of this matter. I have recelved a
telegram sent by a station owner, whose
name 1 will not disclose uniil the State
secures the ownership of the steamers. Tt
would be unwise to disclose that name
cxcept to Lon, members on this side of
the Ioase, but if an hon. member oppo-
site pledged his word I would divuolge the
name to him also. This telegram was
sent on Lhe 12th April from Fitzroy, and
read—“Can get our bnllocks delivered
Fremantle jetty for £3 10s. per head in-
cluding droving from Fitzvoy.” Droving
from Fitzrvoy to Derby, I may state, cost
7s. €d. o beast, so that would bring the
price to £3 25. Gd. per beast or 15s. more
fhan the amount claimed by an hon. mem-
ber in another place. T am very pleased
indeed to find that 1 am in a House and
with a party who are determined to do
things., I am pleased to find that these
people with whom I am associzted are
determined to fight the different trusts
and combines, or any other terms we
might apply to the different rings which
are at present menacing the produeer and
the consnmer,

Mr. Monger: Name one of thew,

Mr. GREEN: 1 have tried to mention
several of them, but there are none so
blind as those who will not see. It fre-
quently happens that personal interest is
the one factor in warping the individual’s
Judgment, and I have long since come {o
the conelusion that if yon wish to con-
vert a person to a different way of think-
ing you want to start on that person
when he is at a youthful and an impres-
sionable age. I have given up trying to
proselytise the cld man. It is asked when
we intend to stop nationalisation, I say
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that we are going to stop when these
nefarious rings and combines discontinne
their operalions in our midst. I find that
the Governmeng of the day are going to
bring in a Bill {o make owr Constitution
more in aceprdance with modern ideas,
and I trust that that Bill will be brought
forward this session. I believe I belong
t0 a party from which only reform can
comme, and I consider that I am fortunate
indeed in being on the right side. Reform
can only eome from a party that is not
allied to vested interests. Why is it, pot
only in this State, but all over the Com-
monwealth, and indeed, in every country
in the world, that the Tory party, or the
Liberal parly as it is ealled in this State,
can do nothing further, so far as soeral
reform is concerned? How is it that Mr.
Deakin has no programme? How is it that
the leader of the Opposition had no pro-
gramme to offer the country? Tt is be-
eanse in the soeial reform Chat must be
made in this eountry, any forward step
must be against vested interests that are
erushing the life-bloed out of the people
of the country. TUnder those ecirenm-
stanees it is only possible for one party
to move forward, and they are the party
who are in power at the present time.
We recognise that the fight made for re-
form in the past is a remembrance
to cheer us on our path to victory.
We Delieve, even if we had a tem-
porary set back, that would spur us
on to fight harder. Our polities are
our religion, and we are fighting be-
canse we know it to be right and just,
and because we know that progress all
over Australia can only be made on demo-
cratic lines, and because we have seen the
warnings of the TUnited Sintes, where
monopolies have blocked the people, and
if human ingenuity and courage can stop
the trusts from securing a place in West-
ern Australia the Labour party will
thwart those designs.

Mr. LANDER (East Perth): I am
sure it gives me very great pleasure to
stand up here and congratulate the Gov-
ernment who have done se much good
for the seitlers. We must take into con-
sideration the good work which has been
done by the Minister for Lands irrespec-
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tive of what has been said by the leader
of the Opposition and his followers.
Their critivisms I do not think will earry
much weight with the general publie in
Western Australin. When I take into
consideration the attitude of the Minister
for Lands, T look upon him as a minis-
tering angel with wings outstretehed
coming down to assist the seitlers. What
would the leader of the Qpposilion have
done had he been in power? 1ile wounld
have allowed the farmers to remain on
the rocks, but what did our party do?
They eame out and did what the previous
Government promised for years to do,
and that was to provide a water supply,
and, not only did they do that, but they
freed the farmers from those who were
closing upon them. Is it not a fact that
in all parts of Australia immediately a
dry season has made its appearance most
of the publie institutions which have ad-
vanced money close upon the settlers?
And not only that, but we find that the
Government are still going further.
What arg fhey going to do? They are
going to establish agricultural colleges at
the principal eentres for the farming
population, and if we can only get the
young settlers to look through the scien-
tific eye-glass, instead of working by rule
of thumb, the Government will have done
a good work, Another thing the Govern-
ment have promised to do, and that is to
construet new rvailways. The Govern-
ment have been twitted with adopting
a “mark-time” policy, bnt I am sure
that when they promise these new lines
they will carry them out, and, if neces-
sary, secure more plant. It is possible
to push on these lines at a greater rafe
so that the farmers can be benefited by
them, The argument will be advanced
that the Government canuoot get either
the plant or the men; but if the Govern-
ment are prepared, as I am sure they are,
to pay a fair minimum wage to men whe
are following the railway works, those
men will do the same as they have done
in the goldfields districts, and will ecome
forward and offer their services to the
Government,

Mr. George: What ahout the unem-

ploved?
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Mr. LANDER: The unemployed will
be swallowed up directly The hon. mem-
ber wants to have unemployed about be-
cause he ean pay cheap wages then.

Mr. George: There are not any.

Mr. LANDER: 1f the hon. member
will walk round to Irwin-street he will
see them there. There were not any un-
emploved during the term of office of the
late Government because the Government
used to establish depéts in the eountry
and send the new chums there to find
work the best way they could. They had
depdts at Narrogin and other places, and
there were unemployed at all times at
those places. I am pleased to see that
the Government have “put the boot into
the St. George’s-terrace push” and that
the reguwlations introduced by Mr. Bath
have been the means of stopping this
land jobbing. Can hon. members see the
same number of farms advertised for
sale in the Press as they could previous
to that regulation being pnt into force?
an they see land jobbing being carried
on as it was under the previons Govern-
ment?  Prior to the Labour Government
coming into office, in almost every dis-
trict, one could see land being dummied.
There was hardly a repurchased estate on
wltich land dummying was not going on,
and I am pleased indeed that the Minis-
ter for Lands has taken steps to dispense
with the land jobbing that was taking
place. Another proposal on which T con-
eratulate the Government is the intro-
duction of a Workers’ Compensation Act,
beeause I eertainly think that if some of
the employers, not only in the mining
indusiry but in our workrooms and fac-
tories, will not make proper provisien so
that their employees can work under
sanitary econditions, it is the duoty of the
Government to bring in a Bill that will
make them contribute something towards
the support of those people who are com-
pelled to work in disease-breeding dens.
I am pleased to support the purchase of
steamers to eombat what is known as the
meat ring, although our friends opposite
deny that there is snch a eombination. T
have had the pleasure of going into the
Kimberleys. and I have heard small peo-
ple ecomplaining that it is impessible to
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sell their cattle on aceount not ouly of
the meat combine, but also of the ship-
ping combine. 1t is praectically impos-
sible for any of these small settlers to
get their ecaitle brought from the Kim-
berleys to Fremantle without the sane-
tion aud consent of both the meat ring
and ihe shipping eombine, Nothwith-
standing what an hon, member has said
in another place, it is practically impos-
sible for the people in West Kimberley
to sell their cattle. YWhat has been the
cause of the inerease in the price of
meat? It has been the seandalous way
m which sheep and ecattle have been
carried down from the Kimberleys to
Fremanile, T have in my possession a
letter from a gentleman who was bring-
ing sheep down the eoast, saying thai he
protested against 140 sheep being placed
in pens that would earry practically
about 120. What was the result? On
the first night out, 26 sheep died. He
raised a protest against this inhuman
conduet, and the mate to whom he com-
plained said, “I got into trouble when
I was in Fremautle before for taking
notice of where T packed your sheep, and
I am going to pack them in just as T
please.” The result was that of over
2,000 sheep there were only 600 fat
sheep when the vessel arrived at Fre-
mantle. Another thing which has been
very detrimental to the meat supply in
the Kimberley areas has been the dis-
eased condition which the ecattle have
heen allowed to get into on account of
inbreeding, and different maladies which
have been permitted to grow without any
attempt whatever {o eradicate them, When
T was up there about four years ago, I
saw cattle, which it wounld be practically
impossible to land at Fremantle. heing
placed on the boat, and when objeetion
was raised to the captain I was told
that in the event of his finding any faunlt
with the condifion of the eattle somie-
hody else wonld take over the ship. I
raised the same objection to the agent
when I reached Fremanile, and he told
me that if he took any exeeption to
carrying these eattle, there would be an-
nther boat put on te bring them down.
When these things g0 on we ean under-
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stand why meai is so dear at Fremantle.
e have been told by members opposite
that thers has been a dry season in the
Gascoyne disitrict, and that it has had an
effect on the price of meat. We agree
that there has been a dry season in the
Gascoyne and other parts of the North-
TWest, but that has not been the sole rea-
son for the high cost of meat. The real
reason was that the meat ring would not
allow the stock to be brought to Fre-
mantle and go into consnmption. Now,
the Goverment have placed a steamer on
the eoast and 1 trmst that before long
another one will he in commission. When
we realise that we ean buy a bullock in
Wyndham for £2 10s. and we ave told by
a gentleman in another “place that it costs
£2 7s. to land the bullock heve, our finan-
ciers on the other side eaw quickly tell
us what that amounts to per pound; and
when the QGovernment steamers have
been running for a short time the publie
will, T am sure, he able to buy meat at
Fremantle wholesale for 2d. per pound,
and then there will he the fifth gnarter
of the bullock left, which will pay all ex-
penses, Another thing I give the Gow-
ernment great eredit for, and one which
has been very mneh overlooked, i1s the
interest they are taking now in the Sonth-
YWest district. They are about to estab-
lish an irrigation scheme, and T am sure
that if some of the Liberal Governmenis
—or rather those who professed to he
liberal, but mostly to themselvés—had
taken this scheme in hand, a very large
population would be now oceapying
lands which have been allowed to lie idle
for a great number of years. I have no
hesitation in saying that when this
scheme is in working the South-West dis-
trict will earry a very large population
and a population which will be of great
benefit to the whole State of Western
Australin, because this scheme will no
doubt be the means of securing nol only
a pure milk supply. but also of founding
butter and cheese faetories in that por-
tion of the State.

Mr. George: We will have your vote for
thai?

Mr. LANDER: Yes, the hon. member
will.  Another thing the Government de-
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serve credit for is the decision to take
in hand the erection of new offices for our
public servauts. Some of the offices in
which our publie servants have been em-
ploved for a namber of years ave nothing
more than disease-breeding dens for tuber-
cnlosis and other diseases that are bhred
in those dark dungeons. Some of the
Government offices are totally unfit to be
oecupied by public servants, and when
we tanke intoe consideration the amount paid
in rent for a number of years—of course,
it has been paid to friends, and that is
why the past Governments took no action
to vemedy it—and when we capitalise
that amount, we find that the Government
have been paying inferest on a sum
amounting to £80,000. If the Govern-
ment put that £80,000 inte the buiidings
that ave shoutly to be erected—and I hope
they will take the town hall sife as well
as the old offices of the Medieal Depart-
ment—-we will have healthy and up-te-date
offices for onr public servants; for there
is not the least doubt that if we were
to speak the truth, we should have to
brand some of the Governments as mur-
devers for compelling publie officers to
work in sneh hovels. Bany of them have
come to their death through oceupying
these insanitary buildings.

Mr. SPEAIXER : The hon, member must
not refer to the Govermments as mur-
derers,

Mr, LANDER: I withdraw that, but
it is my opinion, Mr. Speaker.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member
must withdraw it absolutely, even though
it is his opinion.

Mr. LANDER:: I withdraw it ahsolu-
tely. The Minister for Works deserves
great eredit for the establishment of a
Water Supply Department. For a great
number of years the metropolifan area has
always in summer time experienced a
searcity of water, and I trust that the
Minister will take immediate steps to se-
cure for the people of Perth a proper
sapply before the next summer comes on.
There is not the least doubt that he will
not be able to establish the eomprehensive
scheme which he wishes io establish, bat
I think it will be possible to take more
water from the Mundaring reservoir than
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has been taken in the past. Hon. mem-
bers will recollect the serious position in
which Perth, partienlarly the higher dis-
triets, was placed last summer through
lack of a water supply. As a practical
illustration of the scarcity that prevailed,
I need only refer to the Children’s hos-
pital. During the hottest period of last
year the foree was not sufficient to drive
the water into the tanks over the hospital,
When the Minister takes into consideration
the necessity for a metropolitan water
supplvy, T hope he will make a bigger draw
on Mundarving weir, until a comprehen-
give scheme from the Canning river ean
be put into operation. If he does this he
will deserve the thanks of the metropoli-
tan area. The present state of affairs
should not be tolerated. Steps have been
taken to eonnect many of the houses with
deep drainage, and without water that
scheme cannot he a success. The Minister
for Works deserves credit from the people
in the metropolitan area for his promise
to provide a dredge in the river north
of the Caunseway. This locality has been
a menace to health, and it has been a
standing disgrace to past Governments that
they have allowed the Claisebrook drain
to exist. They have tried to attribute the
nuisanee te the filter bed, but anyone who
looks can see that it is the old drain which
has heen cansing the tronble. I am pleased
that the Government are taking up the
household connections which have been
causing the trouble, and if the dredge is
provided it will remove one of the greatest
menaces to the public health. There is.an
item on whieh the Government shounld give
us a lot of information and on which we
have not had mme¢h, and that is the Fre-
mantie dock. I should like to express my-
self in foreible terms, beeanse T regard
that work as one of the greatest political
jobs in the annals of Western Australian
history. In my opinion it was only a bribe
a few years ago flung out for the purpose
of bnying the Fremanfle seat. When we
look at the vast amount of money prac-
tieally thrown away, I say it is up to the
Government to hold an inquiry, place the
blame on the right shoulders, and if a
highly paid officer is to blame, to send him
about his business. It was a seandal to
attempt to put a dock there without talk-
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ing the necessary precaniions. 1f a select
commitiee is necessary to condunet the in-
guiry, I hope the Government will sanc-
tion it and decide who is to blame, In-
stead of members of the Opposition going
about the couniry and ialking of cauecus
and the tyranny of unionism, they should
give consideration fo some of their own
corrupt aections, sueh as the Fremantle
dock. I would like to know more about
the transactions of the ex-Minister for
Lands with respect to the Narratarra es-
tate. From what I have heard from the
member for Northam and from the Pre-
mier, I am not satisfied. I consider that
the member for Northam when in ihe office
of Minister for Lands prostituted his posi-
tion for the benefit of his family.

Mr. SPEAXER: Order! The hon,
member must withdraw that remark; he
must not refer to a member in those terms.

Mr. LANDER: I withdraw it, and will
say I am of opinion that the member for
Northam fook advantage of his position
for the benefit of his family by trying to
secure the whole of that re-purchased
estate when hundreds of people were
spending pounds and pounds travelling
through the country trying to find land.
I trust the Government will go into this
matter and give us more information. I
would like to see a seleet committee ap-
pointed to inguire into it. I am not satis-
fied as to whether the hon. member is
innocent or guilty, and where a doubt ex-
ists lie should be proved either guilly or
innocent. The Minister also deserves cre-
dit, and all right thinking men and
women will agree with me on this,
in connection with the milk supply. We
have received gibes from the other side
about running a milk supply with ten
cows, Mewmbers of the Opposition should
make inquiries os to what the Govern-
ment really are doing, but they were gib-
ing with a blant stick all the time and it
had no effect on the Qovernment. The
action taken by the Government has heen
the means of saving the lives of many
innocent little children who have been in-
mates of the hospital, and it bas also been
the means of building up a healthy con-
stitntion in a great many patients who
were practieally being poisoned by tuber-
culous milk. Instead of there being only
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ten cows, I think nearly 80 cows are be-
ing used to supply, not only the Chil-
dren’s Hospital but other public institu-
tions, with pure milk. Most of these 80
eows have been subjected to the tuber-
culin test. In one instance, out of S0 cows
which were subjected to the tuberculin test
only 56 passed it, This shows that many
cows are suffering from toberenlosis. If
we take the history of the milk supply of
Perth and its surroundings, we can come
to no other conclusion than that the milk
supply has been responsible for filling
many a grave and has provided a footing
for baeilli in many young men and women.
I am glad the Government have taken in
hand the work of building a sanatorium.
I have been the means of getting one or
two patients into the Coolgardie sana-
torium and they have spoken highly of it.
I will be very pleased when the one at
Wooroloo is built so that the numerous
applicants can be provided for. The fact
that there are so many applicants ean be
attributed to the apathy and indifference
shown for many years by previous Gov-
ernments in not taking the matter in hand,
YWhenever anyone brought forward the
matter of tuberculons milk, he was treated
with scorn by gentlemen in another place
and those who formerly oceupied the
Treasury benches in this Chamber. When
in the c¢ity eouneil T brought up the ques-
ton of the inspection of daivies, the Gov-
ernment of the day sent out inspectors
to ascertain wheiher the dairies were clean
or dirty. Two fovernment inspectors and
Police Constable Smith went out and in-
spected the dairies. Of that inspection
~we heard nothing in the Press, but a little
over a week later a so-called unexpected
visit arranged by the inspector was made.
What sort of treatment was that; was it
just? It was an inspection which did not
teflect any eredit upon the Minister.

Mr. George: I will take a note of that.

Mr. LANDER: The hon. member
ought to. It was a well known faet that
the sick and dying in the Perth Hospital
were fed npon milk which was taken from
diseased cows, On one oceasion the city
counecil desired to take some action, in-
spectors held up supplies which were be-
ing conveyed {o the hospitals and the con-

tractors were fined £45. On the following
day the cows were inspected by officers
of the Central Board of Health and sev-
eral were found to be in a very bad state.
Was any action taken by the city eouncil?
No. Several institutions in Perth, includ-
ing private hospitals, were being supplied
with tuberculous milk., If members take
the list of conviclions since last year they
will find that there have been more since
the present Government took office than
heretofore. What is the explanation of
that? It is that the previous Govern-
ments were too apathetic and indiffevent
to the health of the people to put the law
into operation. The value of milk sup-
plied daily from the Government dairy
amounts to £9, or approximately £3,235
per year. That does not mean that the
Government have gone into the retail milk
husiness, They have simply taken il np
with other things, and they ave running it
on business lines, and the publie, especially
the sick and dying, are going to rereive the
benefit of it. There is an item not :nen-
tioued in the Governor’s Speeeh that I
would like Lo see Dbrought forward; that
is a Bill to deal wilth light-welght bread.
At present there is practieally no Act in
the State Lo deal with light-weight hread
except in regard to what is called the
tinned loaf. Any other style or weight
can be sold underweight, and there is no
possible means of a person obtaining re-
dress if served with light-weight hread.
On many oceasions during the past two
or three years 1 have taken an interest in
this, and have gone to different people
and asked thern to weigh a number of
loaves, which they had to vetail. They
have always doue it for me, and on all
oceasions the bread has been ounces shorl
in weight; but on no oeeasion is it possible
to proseeute the wholesale baker, because
there is no Aect to deal with it. T frust
the Government, before the session is
over, will be able to bring in a measare
dealing with these bread thieves and with
this light-wetght bread. I am pleased to
see another innovation introduced by the
present Government. They ave about to
establish a different department in con-
neetion with liquor inspection. The liguor
inspection in Western Australia has been
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a complete farce. TIF the Government
eonld only induce inspectors to zo to some
of the places between 5 o'elock anid 11
o'clock at night. without the slightest
dpubt, if my informants arve right, they
would find some very dangerous stuff be-
ing hashed up as drink in some of ihe
drinking dens. Awnother thing in conunee-
tion with the drinking inspeections here is
that on many oceasions when the inspector
is about to wvisit a district those in the
distriet whose places he has to inspect
are always awnre that he js coming. I
call to mind one oceasion on which it wa:
a very costly visit to the Government, A
long time before the inspeector wns ihere
a telegram went io the distriet informing
a publican that the visit was about to be
made. It was in the North-West. A pub-
lic officer challenged the publican to show
the telegram telling him that the inspee-
tor was coming, and the telegram was
proved. What is the good of carrying
on inspection under such a farce as that?
It is simply ridicnlons. A publiean told
me recently in front of another gentleman
that sueh-and-sueh a place was to be
visited by the liquor inspeetor next day.
What is the use of inspections like that?
I trust now the Government are about to
establish a department to deal with State
hotels and liquor inspections, they will
earry out the inspections on better lines,
and not only have the liquor inspected
between the hours of 9 am. and 5 p.n.
but also between 5 p.m. and 11 p.m.—in
faet, at all times, and at unexpected times.
Another thing which is very popular with
the masses is the appointment of another
lady factory inspector for Perth. I am
pleased to hear that the Government arve
ahout to appoint another lady faetory in-
specior. Let us hope that she will not be,
as the present lady inspector is, a bottle-
washer in the Health Department. For a
long time we have had a lady inspector
attnched to the Health Department, but
what do we find? T took the member for
Kalgoorlie into this department one Sat-
urday fo confirm the report that, instead
of inspecting factories, this lady was
washing bottles in the department.

Mr. Heitmann: She is assisting in the

laboratory.
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My, LANXDER: 1If the hon. member
takes the retuin of inspections made, he
will ind there have not been very many
factory inspections made by this lady.
Now that anolher lady inspector is to be
appointed, I trust the Government will see
that her duiies are earried out on proper
lines. Anciher thing that T hope will re-
ceive favourable considerntion from the
Government, and also from members of
the Opposition, is the establishment of
what the Premier protused previous to
the eleetions, a maternity home. Now
that the Federal Government are taking
steps to pive malevnity bonuses, let ns
help in this State where o maternity home
is really a necessity on aceount of the ex-
cessive charges made by those places
which people ecompelied to use them have to
pay. T hope we shall soon see a maternity
home as an established fact. There are
in the possession of the Government
plenty of places that could at once he
tnrned inte maternity bomes. T trust if
Crawley is not taken by the University
Senate, it will be used as a maternity
home in a few months. Another matter
that I trust will receive favourable con-
sideration from the Government and mem-
bers of the House is the aborigines ques-
tion in the North-West. There is no uze
denying the fact that, though many years
ago it was claimed that under the British
flag slavery had been wiped out, in the
North,West we will find slavery existing,
and under unfavourable cirenmstances not
only in regard to labour, but also in re-
gard to disease. If hou. members ean
relv on the information whieh has heen
given to them, and I have no reason to
doubt it. one of the most dangerous dis-
eases it is possible to have in our midst
m tropical countries is germinating and
spreading in the North-West in some
parts. 1 refer to leprosy. When we know
from the medieal autliorities that such is
the ease, it is the duty of members on all
sides of the House to plead with the Gov-
ernment to take some steps to jsolate and
try to eradieate this disease which is re-
ported to exist in the Roebourne distriet.
When the member for Roebourne speaks
upon the motion that he has on the Notice
Paper. he will say more with reference to
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this important question; but if we are
going to allow these aborigines to be
practically slaves, as they are, it is our
duty to see that some recompense is paid
to the Aborigines Departmeni for the
labour they give to the squatters. It is a
well-known faet that some of the siaiions
in the North-West, especially in Kimber-
ley, are praciieally run with black labour.
It is a common occurrence in Wyndham
to hear men talking about blacks eutting
out the sheep in drafting and white men
driving them into them; and when we
realise things like that in the midst of a
white population, it is simply seandalous.
I trust the Government will take some
action to deal with the aborigines ques-
tion,

Mr. ALLEN (West Perth): I hardly
think any evidence is neeessary to eon-
vinee those present that the Address-in-
reply is hecoming very wearisome. The
number of emmty benches has demon-
strated that bevond doubt, Several speak-
ers have said at the outset of their ad-
dresses that the time has arrived when
the old-fashioned idea of every member
of the Chamber having to speak at some
length miglt very well be altered. With
those sentiments to some extent I agree,
and I would suggest to the Premier and
the leader of the Opposition that, possibly
on a future oecaston, some arrangement
might be come to whereby, if the number
of speakers may not be limited, at least
the hime of some of them may be himited.
A great deal of the matter that has been
traversed on the Address-in-reply will be
gone over again when certain measures
are brought up later on. The member for
Bunbury congratulated the Premier on
the very able speech he delivered. At the
risk of Rattering the member for Bunbury
1 copy his example. and T tender to the
leader of the Opposition my congratula-
tions on the very able speech he put up.
Tndeed the Attorney General referred to
that speech as a “foreible speech,” and it
was a rather strange contrast that T epuld
not help noting that the member for Bun-
bury referred to it as a “decidedly feeble
speech.” I am satisfied that the Attorney
General was corvect, beeause we had only
to look at the faces of members on the
Government side of the House to see how
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telling the points went home when the
leader of the Opposition was addressing
the House. On becoming a member of the
House, I said it would be my desire to
assist the Government in every possible
way to earry such legislation as would be
for the benefit of the people of the State;
such is my ambition; bat T amn at a loss
to know why, becanse I am not siiting on
the Government side of the House, I
should nof be fully aware of what the
Government ave doing. That brings me at
once to the action of the Government with
regard to the purchase of steamers. I do
not give second place fo any member in
the desire T have, and T think every mem-
ber on the Opposition side has, to bring
ahout, in every legitimate way, the cheap-
ening of the food supply for the people
of Perth; but as a member representing
a coustitnency, I say I and other mem-
bers of the House should have had the
opportunity, and bad the right to expect
it, of knowing what the Government in-
tended to do, and of expressing opinions.
The Government were able to ask for
money to ecarry out their contemplated
scheme of erecting workers’ homes, and
the cheapening of the supply of meat
and the working of ships were leading
planks in the Labour platform. The
cheapening of the meat supply was also
in our platform; but I venture to
gay that if the Opposition were oe-
cupying the Government benches, be-
fore launching on the expenditure of a
huge swn of money like this they would
have taken tlhe opportunity of asking
Parliament to grant the money before ex-
ploiting the business. We had a perfect
right to know what the Government eon-
templated doing. T support the Govern-
ment in any legitimate effort to cheapen
the food supply, but T have not heard a
single argnment or reply to questions to
show that the purchase of the steamers
and the bringing down of ecattle will
cheapen the meat supply, The member
for Bunbury, in reply to an interjection,
said that the most likely cause of the high
price of meat is in the retailing of it. I
venture to think he was nearer the noint
then than this idea that the purchasing of
ships is going to be the solution. Tt has
been said, and I believe rightly so, that
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the means by which meat might be cheap-
ened is by the erection of chilling works
at Wyndham. I feel certain we are all
agreed that a great deal of loss takes place
in bringing down the cattle from the
North-West to Fremantle, which, had the
chilling works been established, we could
have saved; and I am given to under-
stand that the by-produets which are en-
tirely lost represent 14s. per head which
could be saved. If we take cattle out of
the serub eor try to domesticate them, they
pine. No doubt a eonsiderable amount of
weight is lost on their transit from IKim-
berley to the coast.

Mr. Lander: There is more loss in the
yards at Fremantle.

Mr. ALLEN: A certain firm came to
Western Australia and entered on this
butchering business and I heard to-day
from an undeniable source that that firm
had lost no less than £30,000 in the course
of four years.

Mr. Heitmann : What does that signify?

Mr. ALLEN: It signifies that a big
amount{ of money is made by the whole-
sale butchers,

Mr. Green: Is meat cheap?

Mr. ALLEN: It is not, but the prices
are acconnted for by the retail distribu-
tion. The leader of the Opposition when
he moved the amendment to the Address-
in-reply made—

Mr. O’Loghlen: A big mistake,

Mr, ALLEN: A telling speech, and one
only had to look at the faces of hon. mem-
bers opposite to see how it made them
wince. I expected to hear something
in the nature of a reply to the
criticism of the leader of the Opposttion
from the leader of the Government, but
what was the whole burden of the reply?
Simply that the present Government awe
doing what the previous Administration
had -dovne, and that other Governments
had heen guilty of these aets, and that
the present Government had followed suit.
I have yet to learn that fwo wrongs make
a right. There is one question I should
like to vefer to, a question in whiech I am
particularly interested, being a member
for a metropolitan constituency. I refer
to the guestion of the proposed nation-
alisation of the trams.
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Mr. Lewis: You are on the right track
now.

Mr. ALLEN: The Government have
been showered with congratulations fromn
outside loeal boards and outside muniei-
palities, all of whom, I might mention,
have a lot to gain and nothing to lose
from the purchase by the Government of
the tramway system. I am going to con-
gratulate the Government in connection
with the action they have taken for the
purchase of the trams, and T do so in a
generous and liberal manner because of
the way in whiah they have gone to the
rescue of the tramway company. The
Government who have undertaken to pur-
chase the system for £475,000, were nware
that the Perth City Council were negotiat-
ing for the purchase, and had obtained
expert advice and secured valuations, and
in their wisdom the council furned the
proposal down because of the excessive
price asked. T have ne doubt from the
information T have received that had the
council seen fit to give the mayor
of Perth, while he was in Loondon, a free
hand to purchase the concession for
£450,000, it could have been purchased
for that amount. The matter, I under-
stand, will be debated later on, and it is
not my intention at the present moment
to take up too much time in conneetion
with it. I would, however, like to refer
to the valuation which was made for the
Perth ecouncil by Mr. MeCarthy. Mr.
MeCarthy valued the plant at £257,500,
the stores at £13,224, and the goodwill at
£105,500, making a total of £376,221. On
that valuation the Perth City counncil
were prepared to purchase, but what
would the ratepayers have thought of the
council if they had completed the deal at
£475,000 for a concern which was shown
to be worth only £376,000. Let me
also give an estimate which we had pre-
pared for the laying down of a new tram-
way system allogether. The system was
for installing a new system, to cover 18
miles 20 chains, and it included power
house, cars, ¢ar barn, and all necessary
appliances, and the amount was £179,391,
a sum less than £200,000 to put down an -
up-to-date tramway. We know well at
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the present time that the existing tram-
way system is in many respects obsolete.

Mr. Lewis: Then why did you wait so
long?®

My, Heitmann: You were busy dis-
eussing the town hall question, T sup-
pose.

Mr. ALLEN: I will tell the hon. mem-
ber. I have always taken up this posi-
tion, that the tramway company had a
valuable coneession given them. The eoun-
cil have an agreement with that ecompany,
and we know well that the ¢ompany are
only too eager to sell. If we are going
to buy at their price, and it suits their
convenience, well and good, but I contend
that there are other means of bringing
them down in their priee or working them
out. The council have never exercised
any of the powers which are given them
under the agreement they hold. Oue of
these is with reference to the time table,
and everyone will know that the time
table is largely the trouble at the present

moment. The particular clause in the
agreement vrelating to the time table
reads—

A time table.to be observed for run-
ning trams on each route shall be de-
cided in consultation between the local
authority and the promoter, and in case
of difference, such time table shall be
fixed by the Commissioner of Railways,
whose decision shall be final.
I have always advocated in the Perth
City Council, before we were prepared to
go on with the purchase, that the eom-
pany shonld be compelled to give us a
betiter time table.

Mr. O'Loghlen: What would be the
good of that if they had no more cars?

Mr. ALLEXN : They should have put vn
more ears. We notice now that they in-
tend to do so. Why should we spend all
the money that the Government projose
to give the tramway company for their
concession? Let me say that the Govern-
ment mayv want that large sum before
they wer much further on the track. If
the tramway company had given us a bei-
ter serviee their econcession might have
been as valuable as they are trying to
make out. The first agreement the tram-
way people made was with the Perth City
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Council, and no one has suffered in eon-

nection with the services that have been *

given more than the ratepayers of Perth.
The suburban people on the in-journey
have the first right to use the cars. The
result is that when the trams get to the
boundaries of the city all the seating ae-
commodation is taken up and those who
get on have the privilege of standing.

My, Lewis: That shows the necessily
for an improved service,

Mr. ALLEN: I agree with the hon.
membet, and I say, make the company
do it; if not, buy at a reasonable price.
Reverting, however, to the inconvenience
to which the jeople have te submit, I
may say that on the ontward journey it
is just a seramble, and ‘those who live in
the outside municipalities and who have
congratulated the Government on their
action have had the best of the bargain
all along. I shall have another opportu-
nity of speaking on this matter further,
but I trust that whatever the Government
do they will fully recognise the existing
rights of the municipalities. The leader
of the Opposition did promise thali he
would be prepared to nationalise the
trams, but he declared that he would do
so under the present agreement which the
Perth City Council hold. There is no
denying the fact that the city council have
valuable rights and I hope the Govern-
ment will not allow the House io take
away the rights which belong do the rate-
payers, and have members hall-marked as
robbers and thieves or confiscators. If
the Bill which the Government propose
fo submit goes through, 1t will have to be
amended and the rights of the eity couneil
will have to be conserved.

Hon. W. C. Angwin {Honorvary Minis-
ter): Three per cent. is sufficient.

Mr. ALLEN : The Government do not
propose to give even us that, Thissystem,
I repeat, belongs to the local governing
bodies, and they have a right to either
the profits or existing rights. I aim not
here to oppose either nationalisation or
municipalisation, but I would like to see
the company compelled to give us an
up-to-date service. and if the system is to
be taken over I would prefer that it
should be municipalised. We have heard
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a good deal in regard to State enterprises
and if the Government are in earnest,
and they are going to carry out all they
say they intend to do, I think they are
being designated by & wrong name. The
true Liberal party are on this side, and
we have to face a socialistic party. Weo
are told, among other things, that the
State is to begin the manufacture of
agricultural machinery, but we have
had very little information about that.
I do not know what-class of machinery
it is proposed to menufacture, but 1
would remind the Government that a
great deal of the agricultural machinery
which is being used to-day is patented.

Mr. Heitmann : That is & poor old gag.

Mr. ALLEN : But it is a perfectly true
one. The Government will have to buy
the patent rights or pay something for
them. I am glad to see that it is pro-
posed to provide an improved water
supply for the metropolitan area, and I
notice that the Government are building
a reservoir on Mount Eliza, the holding
capacity of which will be ten miilion
gallons. I only wish the Government
were making it double that size because
the sewerage system will necessitute
the use of an increased guantity of water,
and even with the new reservoir, I think
it will be found thet there will be & dearth
during the summer months. It would
have heen wiser to have made that
reservoir of a capacity of twenty million
gallons.  Something has also been said
with regard to the Mundaring water
scheme. Tt seemed to me possible that
some of that water might have been used
in the past, but in view of the fact that
the agricultural areas are now being
supplied to & large extent from that
reservoir, I am inclined to think that
we had better leave it and go in for our
water supply scheme at the Canning.
The Governor's Speech contains a refer-
ence to the fact that it is intended to
build a block of administrative offices.
T am in accord with that policy, and on
that question the Government have
tald the Perth City Council that they
intend to teke away from them that
block of land situated on the south side
of the Town Hall
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Hon. W. C. Angwin (Honorary Minis-
ter) : Not take away from the Perth City
Council.

Mr. ALLEN : It is marvellous what
the Government will not take from the
city council. At the swearing-in cere-
mony & little while back the Premier
said he was a friend to the council and
that he was anxious to assist the runici-
pality, and at the same time he takes
away everything that he can, even this
block of land.

Mr. Heitmann: We will take away
your mayor next.

Mr. ALLEN: The mayor can look
after himself. I am of the opinion that,
seeing the Government are going to build
on the bloek on the south side of the
town hall, it would be desirable for them
to have the town hall site as well, but
seeing that the Government have taken
so much from the city council, the
Premier, who is considering what sort
of & cash offer he will make for this site,
ought to show his liberality, and make
a decent offer, one which the city couneil
will be able to accept without further
dilly dallying. The Government, owing
to the large resumptions of land which
have taken place, have also taken from
the city council a large portion of their
revenue by way of rates so that which-
ever way one looks at it instead of the
Government  giving that assistance
which the Premier spoke of, they have
done the very reverse. I am pleased
to notice from the Speech that land
settlement is going on apace. That, of
course, is only to be expeoted, because
the late Government had put in train
all the necessary work, but what I want
to know is why the present Government
should shut off one of the avenues of
immigration. I refer to the Melbourne
Ageney. I should like to have seen
that sgency not only remsin open, but
agencies started in the other Statbes.
We know well that the other States are
never gver-anxious to advertise Western
Australia. Rather than close up one of
our means of advertising, I would prefer
to see other agencies opened in other
States, where people could come to see
for themselves the products of the land,
and also obtain any information they
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desire. I would be glad to give my
support to the Government in anything
advancing the mining industry, I be-
lieve, with other speakers, that the
mining industry, which has brought the
couniry to the fore, is still going to do
great things for us in the future. We
must do everything we cen 1o encourage
the prospector, and in that connection
the Uovernment will have my entire
sympathy. I am prepared to support
the Government in any legitimate mea-
sure which has for its object the bene-
fiting of the people, but I do think we
have a perfect right to know, and should
be afforded some opportunity of express-
ing an opinion, before the Government
launch out in these enterprises. T think
we have reason to congratulate, not
only owselves. but the country on the
beneficent rains which have fallen. I
the rain came from & different source,
we would feel inclined to say that a
certain individual takes care of his own.

Mr. LEWIS (Canning): In supporting
the motion for the adoption of the
Address-in-reply, I can with confidence
declare that the Government have
necomplished more work during that
short Lterm of office than did any previous
Administration in this State. The last
Labour Administration was termed the
“mark-time ”’ Government ; we might
well term  this Administration the
“* quick-march ¥ Government. They
have aleady redeemed many promises
and adjusted many difficulties, without
causing any of the dire calamities pre-
dicied by the leader of the Opposition.
The Siate is young and vigorous, full of
possibilities, and it badly needed bold
men with progressive ideas, animated and
imbued with energy, faith and prac.
ticability, to guide its destinies. At the
outset the Government emply demon-
strated the possession of these gualities
by coming to the assistance of our
sevtlers on the land who were faced with
a, serious difficulty in having to contend
with the worst season the State has ex-
perienced. The prompt action of the
Government enabled the settlers to tide
over their difficulties, and, Providence
having already given every indication
of s good season this year, that action
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will meet an ample reward. and the
nightmare of a deficit will before long
prove a blessing in disgnise. The means
justified the end, and the Government
deserve every credit and the support of
every well-wishet of the State for having
faced & deficit under such conditions.
This State has no room for croakers, and
the croakers to-day occupy the Opposi-
tion benches. [ also desire to congratu-
late the Clovernment on the improved
conditions effected in the varivus indus-
trial agreements they were forced to
consider immediately on taking office.
I ventwre to say that the great bulk of
the public service have vastly improved
their positions, and I feel sure we will
have better results, as a contented ser-
vice means increased efficiency. There is
one section of the railway service, namely,
the officers, who have scme reason
to eomplain, but I know the Government
will extend to them the same conditions
that prevail generally in the public
service. These officers desire to have
an independent classification, and an
appeal board. Every other section of
the public service now have that privi-
lege. There are many anomalies in the
railway officers’ classification. They
are called upon to work very long hours.
HRecently we had officers at Narrogin
working something like 88 hours a week
ifor a period of seven weeks. When they
complained about those condition they
were penalised, and removed to other
districts, Some officers have been laid
up, owing to the excessive hours they
have been called upon to work. These
conditions might undoubtedly be repre-
sented as swealing. Many station.
masters and their assistants are working
twelve howrs a day. seven days in the
week. These officers are called upon to
carry out highly important and respon-
sibje duties. Their hours musi be re-
duced ; they are far too long for demo-
cratic Australia. The minimuwmn salary
paid to these officers, in some instances,
is as low as £140 a year. I hope the

Government will adjust these anomalies.
Erealise they have cdlone much in connec-
tion with the railway service, and I desire
to extend to them my hearty thanks for
what they have done for the public
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service generally, - Look at{the con-
dition of the railway service to-day. and
compeare it with what it was a few years
ago, when the member for Murray-
Woellington, in his famous citation, in
1903, presented at the court a minimum
of 6s. for the lowest grade men, and 7s.
for other grades. To-day these men are
receiving & 93. minbnum. I am also
pleased "to see that the Minister for
Lands has decided to withhold sub-
divisions until provision is made for
water-supplies and transit facilities. To
my mind ib is criminel to force settlers
miles into the interior, where they have
to cart water long distances over rough
and undeveloped country. Such tacties
create failure. The Minister should have
every assistance in his efforts to stamp
out the traffic in land for speculative
purposes. We want our land developed,
but bona fide settlers have been severely
handicapped through speculators secur-
ing large areas of agricultural land close
to existing railways. . The reference in
the Spesch to the necessity for render-
ing every assistance to our mining in-
dustry will commend itself to the people.
The most effective immigration agent,
attracting the bhest class of people, is
gold. Remember the magnetizing in-
fluence it exercised in the early nineties.
when every boat brought loads of young
men and women who now constitute our
finest asset. If the Minister can en-
courage prospectors to explore unde-
veloped country and discover another
Boulder our population will soon in-
crease by leaps and bounds without any
assistance from an immigration vote.
Victoria did a good deal by an aid to
prospectors vote. The Minister is a
practical man, and mey success attend
his efforts. In his masterly speech the
other night he put forward what the
present Government heve already done
to encourage the great mining industry.
It is satisfactory to lemrn that one of
the first measures to be introduced will
be the Arbitration Act Amendment Biil.
This is urgently required in order to
inspire confidence in those who have to
apply to the court. It is absolutely
essential that we should remove the

technicalities and restrictions brought
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forward to defeat the worker.  What
ever the condition of public opinion was
when the first of these Acts was passed,
indifference is the last word one would
now use in describing the attitude of
the people towards this class of legis-
lation. No other measure discussed by
Parliament is of more general interest
ot exercises more influence in determin-
ing our general weliare. If we can
frame a Bill that will create confidence,
and thus enable those concerned to
arrive at a satisfactory solution of the
difficulties that exist industrially, and
ensure industrial peace and settlement
of these differences without the disturb-
ing effects of strife, which at all times
affect every unit more or less in our com-
munity, we will have accomplished a
great deal. The structural unit of the
law is an industrial union or association
of workers or employers. These organ.
isations roust observe certain forms in
order to have legal existence, and they
possess specific rights and responsibil-
ities. They alone appear as parties
before the court; they nominaie the
lay representatives of the workers and
emplovers respectively upon that tri
bunal. Such being the case, and indi.
viduels not being recognised, the wourt
should have power to grant preference
to unionists. Bogus unions and indi.
viduals may cause disaster, and lead to
industrial trouble ; hence the necessity
for granting power to the court to solve
that difficulty. The general intent of
the law should be to give the court
power to settle every point that might
cause & strike or a lock.out. The
Workers’ Homes Act should he given
effect to as speedily as possible. There
is & number of families to-day who are
called upon to share a house, and have
to pay extortionate rents for what the
member for Forrest rightly terms
“ shacks.”' In connection with the ad-
ministration of this Act, [ would like to
see the Minister advertise the localities
where land is available. There iz a
number of people who would avail them-
selves of the leasehold if they could get
land near to their work. The purchase
of steamers has my hearty approval,
and I think that matter has been
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dealt with very exhaustively and effect-
ively by other members who have spoken
in connection with this question. Tt
is pleasing to learn that the Government
have secured contracts for the supply of
sleepers to the Federal Government in
connection with the construction of the
Transcontinental line. I hope that the
Government experts will prove to be
right in recommending karri timber, but
many practical men assert that karri is
not suitable for sieeper purposes, and, as
far as powellising goes, I have recently
seen jarrah piles taken from the North
Fremantle bridge, which were riddled
with worm holes, and also pieces of
sleepers taken from the Port Hedland-
. Marble Bar railway which were crumb-
ling to dust. These illustrations put
forward by practical men make one
have some doubts as to the efficecy of
the powellising process. The wood is
heated in the process and consequently
it closes up, and the treatment, as a
result, does not penetrate, but only
forms a crust, which, when the sieeper
is placed in the earth, soon decays, ex-
posing the timber to the ravages of
vermin. I hope that the Government
will make very exhaustive enquiries
in connection with fhis question. I
know that experts have already recom-
mended it, but I have seen these prac-
ticel illustrations which clearly prove
that every investigation should be made
before finally adopting the process,
We know that very often an expert is a
man who is paid a large salary to draw
up an elaborate report cast in technical
terms which very few people underséand.
In fact the Fremantle dock was recom-
mended by experts. Another very im-
portant proposal that will engage the
attention of hon. members during this
session is the State section of the route
of the Trancontinental line. This is
yvet to be determined by the Govern-
ment, but I would like to see the line
consiructed over a route that will open
up and develop new country altogether
away from the existing line? Mr.
Deane has laid down in his report the
necessity for preventing a break of
gauge, and the adoption of curves on
8 20-chain radius, and Lord Titchener
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has also pointed out certain principles
which he considers it is necessary to
observe in order that the railway system
may assist in defending Australia, and
not, as is now the case, be very likely to
aid the enemy. The grades are also an
important consideration. We have over
the Darling Range on the existing lines
very heavy grades., From Bellevue to
Chidlows the grade is from 1 in 35 to 1
in 40 ; this is a distance of 17 miles, and
according to the existing time table, it
takes a train to travel that distance
something like 62 minutes. All railway
men know that in running a train over
heavy grades like this it is possible to
take only half a load, end that limitation
permanently increases the cost of rail-
way work. The speed of the train is
another consideration on main trank
lines ; therefore it will be a lasting ad-
vantage in every way if the Government
can prevent the possibility of travelling
over the existing line, so far as
the Darling Ranges are concerned. The
tunnel will not accommodate trains of
4ft. 84in. gauge, the curves are not
suitable, and the cost of 'construction
will be considerably greater then by
taking the route through a new area
altogether. TFurther, by building the
line over a new route away from the
existing railway, we will prevent the
two systems converging upon each other.
This leads to confusion and increased
risk of accident. Again, the navel hase
at Cockburn Sound must have connec-
tion with the railway system, and
therefore, in my opinon, we should con-
sider the south side of the river and
make this important connection, linking
up the defence forces with our railwvay
svstem. I now desire to refer to a very
imporiant question and to heartily con-
gratulate the Government on bringing
about the nationalisation of our tram-
ways. I venture to say without fear of
contradiction that it will prove in the
very near future to be one of the finest
assets that this State possesses. We
will have an opportunity of extending
the system to suburbs whose develop-
rmment absolutely depends on securing
a cheap and frequent means of transit

to and from the city. Belmous, for in.
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stance, i3 a subwrb where the extension
¢an be made and it will pay from the
outset. The race traffic alone will
provide & large source of revenue, and
there is nothing like rush traffic at any
time to show & return and a good profit.
We have in the capitals of Australia,
Melbourne, Adelaide, and Sydney, a com-
parison between three different systems.
The Melbourns system is owned by a
menopolistic company whose sole object
is profits. In the year 1887 they built
up a reserve fund and returned to the
shareholders a profit of 72 per cent. ; in
another year 37 per cent., another year
38 per cent., several years 20 per cent.,
and even in the years of depression in
Victoria, from 1890 onwards, shey re-
turned a profit of nine per cent, They
heve no regard for public interests ;
their stock is ohsolete, their system is out
of date, the fares are extortionate, they
sweat their employees, and the whole
system generally is regarded as a bur.
den. In Adelaide they have a system
municipally owned and controlled, such
ag is advocated and championed by the
member for West Perth. The system
is controlled by a framwey trust, but
they have already experienced industrial
trouble and that body is dominated by
one or two autocrats who wuse it to
bolster up the Electric Power Supply
Company. After all, there is little
difference between a private monopoly
and a frust, because both are hide-bound
and Tory-ridden. Sydney, under Gov-
ernment control, has a magnificent tram-
way service.

Mr. Allen: And they are crying out
for municipalisation.

Mr. LEWIS : Yes, because one or two
of the city megnates are anxions to get
hold of the profits and reduce the rates
of property owners in their particular
area without any regard to the general
interests of the people. The tramways
have sectional fares and the public con-
venience is their first consideration.
The system makes a clear profit after
giving the peuple the benefit of these
concessions, it carries all the suburban
traffic, and T have here a few figures
which are very interesting, and abso-
Jutely conclusive. In the year 1911 the
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capital expenditure was £5,121,386, the
earnings £1,365,631, the working ex-
penses £1,143,949, and the nett profit,
after providing for working expen-es and
interest, was £174,035. In the work-
ing expenses were included an amount
of £45,000 for depreciation and £10,000
towards an insurance fund. In addition
to this return the system had givey the
public the concessions that [ have men-
tioned. Now, if the public ave o ve-
ceive anything like due considerarion the
proper method is to nationaiise tho
trams, and not place them in {he power
of a close corporation like the Perch City
Council, who regard themselves a< the

~hub of the universe and have no con.

sideration for the outlying sabwbs where
these means of transit are so essential
to bring about their development. The
Perth City Coungil ave anxious to secure
the municipalisation of this system so
that they may have the profits, in ordeyr
to reduce the rates on propersies within
their boundaries. They have no regard
for the public interests, and the only way
that the people can get a fair deal is by
the nationalisation of the system. Iven
if we have had to pay £475,000 for the
system it will prove a magnificent asset.
The profits last year would pay four per
cent. and still leave a fair margin with
which to pay interest. The ferries also
being nationalised, the Govermment can
link all these services together by =a
systemn of transfers. To-day if a family
of five wish to travei from North Perth
to the Zoo, it costs them about 10s. ; it
should be possible to have that outing
for half that amount or even less, The
ferries in New Bouth Wales under a
monopely are a huge octopus ; they con-
trol the pleasure resorts in many in-
stances, and divert the traffic to suib
their boats, and absolutely disregard the
public interests altogether. I say that
this Government will be blessed in years
to come for securing control of our
forries, but I am desirous of seeing that
done properly. The Coodestreet ferry
has vet to be taken over.

Hon. W. C. Angwin {Honorary Minis.
ter}: 8o has Applecross.

Mr. LEWIS : So has Applecross, and
T hope to see all these ferries taken over.
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Last vear the Coodestreet ferry carried
G5.000 persons to the racecourse at
South Perth at a shilling per head. The
population is growing there, and there is
no doubt that with & properly controlled
ferry service this delightful suburb would
develop very rapidly. We have also at
Como one of the finest beaches near the
city, and I want to urge up'on the Gov-
ertnment to run boats o Como this
summer and so give the people an oppar-
tunity to avail themselves of this fine
beach, and, at the same time, have an
cnjoyable trip on the river. In con-
nection with this nationalisation scheme
we do not want any piecerneal affair.
One of the objects of our tramways
and ferries should be the prevention anc
relief of the congestion of population by
providing cheap and speedy travelling
between the industrial centres and suit-
able residential areas, and we should also
provide for cheap and easy communica-
tion with the sea beaches. Another
matter I wish to congratulate the Gov-
ernment upon—and it is pleasing to sece
we have a sympathetic Administration—
is the administration of the charities
vote, in extending assistance to
widowed maothers who are rearing their
own children. This vote has been in-
-creased. It was something like £7,000,
but since the Labour Government came
into office, it has been increased to
£15,000. There are at present 250
widows in this State who are receiving
assistance—widows who are bringing up
their children—and this is a humane
-action on the part of the Government.
Many of these widows have large families
and have to go out to work to earn their
living, and the Clovernment, by their
action, are extending sympathetic con.
sideration towards them. I would like
to go further and institute a scheme so
that every mother, who is left a widow,
and who desires to keep those nesrest
and dearest to her and bring up those
she loves, might receive a certain amount
of assistance for every child under 14,
whether she has a home or not. If her
husband has been sufficiently thrifty
to leave her with a home she should
be rewarded the same as others. It

should not be necessary to resort to

545

charity in this connection. If the Govern-
ment take this action I think it will be
endorsed by the people throughout the
State. During this debate we have
heard a great deal about the tyranny
of trades unions. I will give one or two
illustrations to show where tyranny has
existed for many years. We bhave the
Chamber of Commerce, the Chamber of
Mines, the Settlers’ and Producers’
Aesociation, the Chamber of Manufae-
tures, ancd the Employers’ Federation.
What are these ? They are all unions
united in order to zecure for the com-
modities they have to dispese of the
best results. SBurely, if it is right that
these combinations should exist to pro-
tect their interests, iv is right that the
workers should combine to secure for
their only commodity, namely. their
labour, the best resuit. That has heen
the case throughout the history of this
State when years ago in establishing
unions we had these combinations fight-
ing against us for all they were worth.
Any man who took an active part to
secure for his fellow man the best results
for his labour was victimized. In Aus-
tralia we have scores of instances where
shearers who took part in the formation
of the shearers’ union received a refer-
ence from the squatters or the Pastor-
alists’ Association couched in most
eulogistic terms but containing certain
code words, and these men could travel
the continent and not get work. The
code words were directed against men
who took an active part to sceure relief
for their fellow man, and thus they were
victimised, In 1890, when a depression
existed, the Melhourne tramway com-
pany had to look after the profits of
their shareholders ; humanity was a
secondary consideration. In those days
of depression they bronght about a re-
duction of 3 per gent. in the wages of
employees. No union existed ; the em-
ployees realised that a depression pre-
vailed, and accepted the reduction very
guietly and calmly, with the result
that the Melbourne tramway company
thought that they were anticipating
a reduction, and in a month or two they
came along with another proposal for
per cent. reduction. Thus

another 5
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the bleeding process was practically
applied in this instance. The men
thought it was time they made a move,
and a meeting was called on & Sunday
morning, and was attended by & thou-
sand employees. A proposal was put
forward to form a union to protect their
interests, and on the following Sunday
a meeting was arranged at which a report
was to be submitted regarding rules
drawn up and steps which had been
taken towards the formation of the union.
The company, however, issued a circular
threatening the men that if they formed
& union the consequences would be
serious, and the result was, that on the
follewing Sunday morning, instead of
having a thousand present, only 300
attended. I blame the men largely for
that. Those who took an active part
on the platform and moved the resolu-
tions were all dismissed within three
months. Where does tyranny come in
now ?! These men were only doing
what they considered right ; they were
deing only what their employers had
done for all time to protect their in-
terests ; yet they were tyrannised in this
way. The Melbourne tramway company
always blocked the men from forming a
unjon until the Federal Arbitration
Court was brought into existence, and
then they could do it no longer. In
order to show how they treated their em-
ployees, I might rention that & man at
Brunswick wes driving a horse car from
the cable terminus to the Zoo. The
wages board brought about a determin-
ation in connection with drivers and
carterz, and this man came under the
award. He had been receiving 38s. for
a week of 54 hours, which was increased
to 42s., but when the wages board de-
termination was given it was laid down
that he should receive 50s. a week for 48
hours. This man was living in a house
belonging to the company. By that
means they used to get him to groom
the horses and they got extra work
out of him that they could not have got
under other conditions. He was called
upon still to work the 54 hours, but they
started to deduct rent for the cottage he
occupied. When his overtime amount-

ed to 8s. 3d., they deducted that amount,
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when his overtime was 17s. 6d. they
deducted that emount, and consequently
the man got no overtime whatever.
This case was brought before the Arbi.
tration Court recently and what was the
effect of the evidence given ? It clearly
showed that this powerful monopolistic
company have no regard whatever for
humanity. There is only one force to
combeat it, and that is to meet com-
bination with combination. It is the
only way. I could give instances for
the next four hours of victimisation on
the part of employers, not only in West-
ern Australia, but throughout the civil-
ised world. In Ceylon there is no
unionism ; individualism reigns supreme,
and the men coaling boats at the ports
there where no unionism exists receive 14d.
per hour. They have t¢ beg for a drink
of water to quench their thirst. They
are labouring there and what do the ship-
owners who are making enormous profits
care ¥ What is human life to them ?
The whole consideration is that of profit ;
and members of the Opposition to-day
should be ashamed to stand up and telk
about tyranny. What do we find with
regard to the famous meeting at Bays.
water, where the leader of the Opposi-
tion was thirsting for information ? In-
vitations were sent out trying to drag
pecple in in order to see Mr, Wilson come
along and draw up a formidabl~ indiet-
ment about Labour Adminiweatica. Mr.
Wilson went there but did not attack
one of the principles of the Labour
party. The Opposition cannot attack
our principles ; they are sound, there-
fore they resort to subterfuge ; they
build np bogeys. If we follow the political
movement in Australia we will find that
ever since the Labour Party starfed on
their policy opponents have never at-
tacked prineciples. They have always built
up bogeyvs. In Victoria, years ago, when
this tight was taking place, they had a
bogey that the Labour Party would
sever the marriage tie, and another that
they would take the people’s homes
from them. Thanks to education and
manhood suffrage, which gives every
person in the community equal political
power, the eyes of the people have been
opened, until to-day those who do the
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work and create the wealth are going to
have a say in conducting the affairs of
the State. In regerd to the Bayswater
mesoting, the leader of the Opposition
did not attack the principles of the
Government. He did not refer to them
at all He made references to the de-
monstration at which so many of the
people of the State showed their support.
of the Government in their laudable
effort to cheapen the meat supply. At
that demonstration there was a larger
number of people present than there are
voters on the roll for the Legislative
Council. The next bogey Mr. Wilson
trotted out was that of tyranny, and
he got hold of some individual cases
with which the member for Subiaco has
dealt, The member for Beverley, true
to conservative instincts, trotted out the
rural workers and said that if they got
certain concessions, reduced hounrs and
improved conditions, the farming in-
dustry would never pay. I recollect
having heard the same arguments when
a boy. My grandiather was a butcher ;
he had old conservative ideas and 1
recollect having heard him in argwmnent
with & miner. Butchers used to work
about 14 hours a day for 35s. a week.
The miner said it was a great pity that
butchers did not realise the effect that
organisation would have in the direction
of hettering their conditions, and the
reply was ' Nonsense, it could not be
done, eight hours is all right for a miner,
but it would not do for a butcher. We
could not supply the people ; their sup-
plies would be cut off. Butchers couid
not exist and pay the rates. The miner
ought to get his £2 5s. a week for an
eight hours’ day but in the case of the
butcher, that is impossible.” The
old gentleman would turn in his grave
if he could know now that butchers
have eight hours and receive £3 a week
and a holiday on Saturday afternoon.
These are the old conservative ideas that
the member for Beverley has in his head ;
He was reared in the old school and
nothing will convert him. The farm

labourer is just as essentinl an individual
in the community in our production as
any other unif, and he is entitled to the
same conditions as any other unit works
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under. Machinery has improved the
conditions of the workers, and why
should not every individual in the com-
munity share in that improvement ?
The production has increased, vet the
hours have been shortened ; all the
statistics could be quoted to prove ié,
and the farm labourer has a periect right
to the same conditions as any other
worker. If he does, the farmer will be
just as prosperous, aud just the same
amount of production will take place,
5o those platitudes trotted out by the
member for Beverley should be dis.
regarded ; they cannot be proved. I
am pleased to see included in the
Governor’s Speech reference to the fact
that the Government are going in for
irrigation at the Harvey. We have a
very valuable object lesson in regard
to irrigation in Victoria. At Mildura
and Renmark, which were wildernesses
e few years ago, men to-day can get a
good living on 10 acres by intense culture
essisted by irrigation, producing max-
vellous wealth on that small area; and
Renmark and Mildura are important
townships. We find Victoria, with its
small ares, owing to these methods of
irrigation, has mearvellously improved
the production of the soil. Water is a
fertilising agency. We also find, even
in the old abandoned Bendigo diggings,
that by the aid of water, dozens of men
are able to earn a good living.  There
are men on those old diggings meking
& living even by the production of
tomatoes and vegetables. I am pleased
to see the Harvey is receiving consider-
ation. We have far too few rivers in
our State, and far too little assistance
so far as natural waters are concerned.
In my electorate we have the Canning
river. A number of men have already
grown vegetables there, but they are
handicapped by the fact that in certain
seasons of the year the tide rises and
impregnates the fresh water with salt.
This has been brought under the notice
of our energetic Minister for Works, and
he has promised to put a lock across
the river as low down as possible, 0 as
to mske as large an area as possible
available for production. Along that
river they have a splendid feld for
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deirying, Mr. Connor, the Agricultural
Commissioner for the South-West, who
is & whole-souled enthusiast in connection
with production generally, in the splendid
lecture he gave the other night, clearly
pointed out that at the present time
this State unports something like
£661,000 worth of products yearly from
Victoria, which we can produce here
if we only make use of ouwr natural re.
sources. We have a splendid market
in this State, the finest market of any
State in the Commonwealth. I mention
this matter so that the Minister will get
that lock put across the Canning as
soon as possible, and I am confident that
right along that river, that magnificent
asset we have there, that fine stream of
water, we have opportunities to estab-
lish dairies quite close to our city. T
congratulate’ the Government on realis.
ing thaet fact. As = matter of fact it
does not matter where we look, whether
it is in regard to cheap food, or the
development of our agricultural areas,
or the development of our mining dis.
tricts, or the utilising of our natural
resources, the (Government have shown
during their short term of office that
they are alive to all these needs. Tt has
been pointed out times out of number
that the only truly national party i
Australia is the Labour party. Tt is
the party that has regard for every in-
terest. A good deal has been said in
connection with population. I realise
that population is a question that must
be considered samely and reasonably,
like every other question. A country
wants sufficient people to defend it ;
Australin needs population, but it does
not want 50 many people that shey will be-
come poverty-stricken, diseased, stunted,
haif starved, and lost to the decencies
of life through having to live, as in older
countries of the world, & whole farnily or
two families living in one room. There
was a4 conwnisgion seat m  Victoria ve-
cently. There are to-day, in Victoris,
something like 4.000 men out of em.
ployment, yet manufacturers and others
who desire to flood the lahour market
and desire to have eight or nine men
running after one job in order to bring
about a reduction in wages, so that they
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can get cheaper labour, are going round
sayimng they cannot get hands to work
in their factories. Recently a factory
manager in Melbourne pointed out that
he could make provision for 40 hands,
with the result that one of our Labour
friends got 40 men, and rang up this
manager and told him he had 40 men
desiring employment ; but the answer
was that the manager could only pro-
vide employment for three. This clearly
shows. that there is, so far as our immi.-
gration policy goes, in connection with
these combines I have mentioned pre-
viously, these unions that exist to pro-
tect their own interests, a concerted
move so as to try to flood the labour
merkets of Australia. We need popu-
lation, but that population should be
brought out and dealt with in a dis-
criminating way, so that we are not
going to bring about greater trouble
than we now have. Some mention has
been made that our Conservative friends
do not objeect o unionism, because they
realise it has done a great deal, but they
object to unicns hecoming political com.
binations. The representative institu-
tions I have mentioned, who are fighting
for their own particular classes, con-
tribute funds to the Liberal or Fusion
or Tory party to fight their battles, and
they exercise every power they possess
in order to secure what they believe is
their policy, to secure spoils to the
victors and to protest their own
interests. Therefore, T contend, and
I heve always fought for it in the
railway society, that the railway organ-
isations or any other organisations,
existing for the betterment of their
fellow-men, should use every power they
possess, and that they have a perfect
right to concentrate their political power
to send into Parliament representatives
who will wuly rvepresent their desires
and their wants. I do not wish to take
up any farther time. There are many
more proposals in the Governor's Speech
on which we shall have an opportunity
of voicing our opinions when they come
before the Chamber ; but there is one
little matter the
Municipulities Act. I would like to see
the principle instituted in that measure

in connection with



[18 Jeoy, 112.)

to give permission to the municipality
to tax all unimproved land values, as is
provided for in the Roads Act. With
regard to other matters, I shall reserve
my remarks antil the Bills come before
the Chamber. [

On motion by Mr. McDonald] debate
adjourned.

House adjourned et I0-10 pam.

Legisiative Council,
Thureday, 18th July, 1912.

Paae
Motion : Raiiway coustruction, Wickepin.Berre-
din, select com,
Bills: Election of Senators Amendmeu, 25. 534
Supply (Temporary Avivnnees) .2150 54, all
stages - . 556
Ad]ou.mment, one week ... 887

The PRESIDENT took the Chair at
4.30 p.m,, and read prayers.

MOTION — RAILWAY CONSTRUC-
TION, WICKEPIN-MERREDIXN.
Select Commitiee.

Houn., . P. COLEBATCH (East)
moved—

That a select commitiee of this hon-
ourable House be appointed to inquive
intg the reasons for the deviation of the
Wickepin-Merredin reidway awthoriled
te be constructed by set No. 10 of 1911,
with power to send for persons, papers,
and records, and o veport thereon, and
on the line generally, on Puesday, 13th
August, 1912,

In submitting the motion standing in my
name I do not propose to detain the House
for more than a few minures. At the out-
set T should like to state that as a young
member of this House, in submitting this
motion I eopied a similar motfion dealing
with a matter of the same nature, and con-
sequently it eontains the same defect as
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that whieh referred to the appoiniment of
a select committee to inquire into the
Wongan Hills railway and which it was
found necessary yesterday to reetify. I
would iherefore seek the indulgence of
the House in asking to be permitted to
add the words to the motion, “wilh power
to adjourn from place to place” The
proposal is that a seleet committee should
be appointed to inquire into the deviation
of the Wickepin-Merrvedin line. I do not
propose to debate at any length the mevits
of this question, and I should not at all
events be disposed to add to the bitterness
of the controversy already raging around
this matter. My own personal position is
that of one who has no convietions and no
opinions in regard to the matter. I am
seavcely acquainted with a single seltler
in those districts and no settler has ap-
proached me in any way in connection
with the proposal. I have received re-
quests from assecialions numbering a
great many people, and these requests T
consider to be of sullicient importance to
take notice of., The facts brielly are
these: during last session of Parliament
82 selectors holding no less than 56,000
acres of land in Kumminin and Kurren- -
kutten agrienlturzl areas forwarded a peti-
tion to the Legislative Assemhly praying
that their railway should he conslruected
on the surveyed route, approximately fol-
lowing the advisory board’s vecommenda-
tion and promised to them by the Wilson
Government. The petition was presented
n another place but it was not agreed to,
and an attempt made then to appuint a
select committee was also negatived. The
Lands Department, when suhdividing the
Kumminin agrienltural area, showed on
their locality plans the Wickepin-Merre-
din railway in close proximity to the sub-
divisions, whevsas the present route will
be from 10 to 30 miles distant from the
settlers. The prices charged for the Jand
were high, and one of the veasons given
for charging those prices was that the vail-
way would run throzgh these lands. On
the public plans issued the railway is
shown serving these particular districts.
This applies not ouly to the original plars
but also to the plans issued sinee the pre-
sent (Government came into office. It is



